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Mr. BENJAMIN. 


I am desirous, for reasons 


| personal to myself, to deliver my opinions on this 


and upon the Navy a state of facts that can never | 


coase to be deplored. 


The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Maine | 


| 


moves to postpone the further consideration of || 
the bill until to-morrow at half past twelve o’clock, 


and make it the special order for that hour. 

The motion was not agreed to 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The bill is still before 
the Senate. The special order referred to by the 


subject at an early day. Iam aware, however, 
that it is the disposition of the Senate to proceed 
with the discussion upon the subject of the naval 
board, and I do not ake to interfere with the 

rogress of that discussion. Friday next has 
he set anart for the business of the District of 
Columbia; and if the Senate will extend to me 


| the courtesy of giving me an hour on Friday 


Senator from New York stands with the other | 


special orders for one o’clock. 
“Mr. HALE. I move that the bill mentioned 


morning, beginning at half past twelve o’clock, I 
shall be enabled to deliver what I have to say on 


| this subject without interfering with the consid- 


by the Senator from Maine be postponed until | 


to-morrow, without making it a special order. 
The motion was agreed to. 
COMPENSATION OF PENSION AGENTS. 
Mr.BROWN. Mz. President 





Mr. SEWARD. [hope the honorable Senator 
will allow me to make a motion for the accom- | 


modation of himself as wellas of the Senate. Sen- 
ate bill No. 146, which will be the order of the 
day at one o’clock, it will be my duty to call for, 
and thereby interrupt the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi; but I learn from the honorable 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Srvarr] that he 
desires further time to examine it. I therefore ask 


eration of the bills under the charge of the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, {[Mr. Brown,] who is the 
chairman of the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. I will, therefore, ask of the Senate 
that the further consideration of this subject be 
postponed until Friday morning, at half past 
twelve o’clock, and made the special order for 
that hour, with the view which I have stated. 

The motion was agreed to. 

BILL BECOME A LAW. 
A message from the President of the United 


| States, by Mr. Sipney Wensrter, his Secretary, 


that it be taken up now for the purpose of post- | 
poning it to, and making it the special order for, | 


to-morrow at twelve and a half o’clock. Itisa 
bill making provision to compensate agents for 
paying pensions and prescribing the time and 
manner of settling their accounts. 

Mr. STUART. That bill is a special order 


now, and has its place among the special orders 


atone o’clock. The effect of making it the special | 


order for to-morrow at twelve and a half o’clock 


will be to give it priority over all other business | 


for that day. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
to-morrow. 

Mr. STUART. It sostands now. 

Mr. SEWARD. It isa special order for to- 
day, but if I were to call it up I should have to 
interrupt the honorable Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. STUART. 
a special order again. 
now. 

Mr. SEWARD. 


motion. 
KANSAS AFFAIRS. 
Mr. BROWN. 


was kind enough on ‘Thursday to enter into an 


Then I will say one o’clock | 


It is not necessary to make it | 
It occupies that position | 


Very well; I withdraw my | 


Mr. President, the Senate | 


informal agreement that to-day I might call up the | 


bill (S. No. 176) to authorize the people of the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas to form a consutution and State 


government, preparatory to their admission into || 


the Union when they have the requisite popula- | 
tion, for the purpose of allowing me half an | 


hour to express my views on that subject. If it 
suits the convenience of the Senate I will move 
now that that bill be taken up. 

Mr. MALLORY. I ask whether the special 
order for one o’clock is not the resolution of the 
honorable Senator from Georgia in regard to the 
naval board? 


The PRESIDENT. Half past one o’clock 


was the hour fixed to-day for the consideration | 


of that resolution. 


Mr. BROWN. 


Its consideration was fixed at 


half past one o’clock, with the understanding | 


that I was to have the intervening half hour. 

Mr. MALLORY. 1 did not wish to interfere 
with the honorable Senator, but I wished to know 
the hour when the naval question would come up. 
_ The motion was nee to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (S. No. 172) to authorize the 
people of the Territory of Kansas to form a con- 
sutution and State government, preparatory to 
their admission into the Union when they have 
the requisite opulation. 

Mr. BROWN, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate for halfan hour. His speech 
will be found in the Appendix. 
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| occupy the time which the Senator from Michigan 


announced that he had approved and signed an 
act amendatory of an ‘‘ Act to regulate the fees 
and costs to be allowed clerks, marshals, and 
attorneys of the circuit and district courts of the 
United States, and for other purposes.”’ 

RIVER AND HARBOR BILLS. 

Mr. STUART. I signified to the Senate, on 
the last day when the subject of the naval board 
was under consideration, that it could not be dis- 
posed of for some weeks yet; that it is not enti- 


| tled, by the vote of the Senate, to priority over 


the river and harbor bills, and that I should to- 
day move for the consideration of those bills by 
the Senate. I now submit the motion to post- 
pone all prior special orders, and proceed to the 


| consideration of the river and harbor bills. 


Mr. MALLORY. The subject of the naval 
board was made the special order at half past one 
o’clock to-day., That hour has arrived, and I 
know no reason for postponing it. I am not 
aware that the discussion of this question will 


{Mr. Stuart] seems to think it will; on the con- 
trary, | have no reason to doubt that we can con- 
clude the discussion in the course of the week. 
It is a matter of great importance. It has been 
before the Senate almost from the earliest hour 
of the session, and I hope it will not be post- 
poned, but that we shall, in the language of the 
Senator from Michigan himself, finish one sub- 
ject at a time. 

Mr. STUART. There seems to be a misap- 
prehension on the part of some Senators in re- 
spect to the special orders of the Senate. The 
naval board question was taken up and made 
the special order some days ago, but a long time 
subsequent to the river and harbor bills. The 
vote of last Thursday, making it the special 


| order for half past one o’clock to-day, did not 





| 


| it was then. 


change its position at all. It was a special order 
before; and it 1s no more a special order now than 
It remains a special order, subject 
to a vote of the Senate to take it up, or to pro- 
ceed with any other business, as a majority may 
determine. Again: there is no such equity ex- 
isting as the Senator from Florida, the chairman 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs, seems to 


| suppose. The facts are the other way. The river 
| and harbor bills have given way to questions of 


courtesy from time to time to allow Senators to 
deliver speeches on particular subjects, one of 
which is thesnaval board question. The Senator 
from Texas, [Mr. Hovusron,] by the courtesy of 


| the body, occupied two days upon this very ques- 


tion, to the exclusion of the regular order of 
business. 

I do not wish to consume time in discussing 
the order of business, because that will defeat my 
object entirely; but I cannot consent, on the part 
of the Committee on Commerce, to waive the 
position which the river and harbor bills occupy. | 


C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


New Serres....No. 66. 


I beg leave to say to the Senate that, with the 
exception of a single bill—that relating to the 
improvement of the Savannah river—I do not 
think the discussion on those measures will oceupy 
more than three or four hours. With the execep- 
tion to which I have referred, those bills involve 
no special question—nothing but the general prin- 
ciple of appropriation for river and harbor im- 
provements. I think we can dispose of them 
readily. 

While I agree that we should dispose of one 
thing at a time, and while I have insisted for 
weeks on that course being pursued, I propose 
that we shall take things in their order--in the 
order in which the vote of the body has placed 
them. I hope the Senate will adopt my motion. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Lhope the Senate will con- 
cur in the motion submitted by the Senator from 
Michigan, and I think he might have stated one 
other fact. When he alluded to the circumstance 
of two days of the time of the Senate having been 
consumed by the Senator from Texas, in the dis- 
cussion of the naval question, he might have 
remarked with propriety that, so far as an under- 
standing could be had among the various friends 
of the river and harbor bills, it was expressly 
understood that those two days had been con- 
ceded to the Senator as a matter of courtesy. 

[ hope the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs will not now press the consideration of 
the subject of the naval board; that he will at least 
let us have an equitable portion of time. I think 
that, by the law of common equity, we should 
have a very short time for this business; and in 
that very short time | trust we shall accomplish 
something. 

Mr. MALLORY. In regard tothe honorable 
Senator’s last remark, I must say that it is a very 
singular rule of courtesy that would require the 
bill of the Committee on Naval Affairs to give 
way because a gentleman has occupied two days 
in opposing it. ‘That fact constitutes no reason, 
in my view, for deferring the subject to another 
day. The Senate of course have aright to sub- 
stitute one special order for another; but the one 
last under consideration is the first in order, ac- 
cording to the regular course of proceeding, un- 
less it be overruled by a vote of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wetter.) 
There are sixteen orders which have priority 
over the naval-board resolutions. 

Mr. MALLORY. I merely throw out these 
suggestions. I hope that the Senate will not de- 
part from the rule which has heretofore been 
observed. 

Mr. CASS. There are considerations con- 
nected with the river and harbor bills which re- 
quire the immediate action of the Senate, and IT 
think they would suffer more than any other 
measares by delay. The ordinary appropriations 
for the service of the country are not needed until 
the beginning of July. They are made in ad- 
vance. If the improvement of rivers and harbors 
is to go on, it is !mportant to make the appropri- 
ations at an early day. ‘There are portions of 
the country where the loss of a month or two in 
the spring causes the loss of a whole season in 
carrying onthe works. The season of operations 
is short at anv rate; and any person who knows 
anything of this subject knows that immense 
sums of money have been lost to the Government 
by the delay in passing the appropriation bills at 
so late a period as to leave but a small portion of 
the year in which to do the work. It has been 
neglected, and badly done, and thus season after 
season has passed away. If we are to pass the 
appropriation bills, and if the work is to be done, 
the sooner it is commenced the better; because we 
shall then be sure that the work will be not only 
better done, but more economically done. I re- 
peat, there are other bills before the Senate that 
may be delayed without the injury to the a 
service which would result from the delay of 


| these measures. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. There are some 
reasons which would induce me to insist that 
the last business under consideration before the 
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Senate—the naval-board question—should be | 


THE 


} 


us concentrate the attention and mind ofthe Sen- | 


proceeded with, according to the common parlia- |, ate on another question, and then another, until | 


mentary rule; but I know that there are many 


° | 
gentlemen in the Senate who feel it to be their | 


duty to insist ona final disposition of the bills 
making appropriations for the improvement of the | 
harbors on the Lakes, and the Atlantic coast, and | 
of the great rivers of the West. I am inclined to | 
think that it would rather expedite the business 
of the Senate, if we were to dispose of those bills. 
I cannot suppose that they will oceupy more than 
one or two hours, or three hours at the furthest; 
and when they are disposed of, we shall have the 
interest of the Senate concentrated on what I 
consider a very great and important question, 
namely, what shall be the definitive decision of 
the Senate in regard to the action of the naval 
board, in relation to one of the great arms of the | 
national defense? JI wish to remove from the at- 
tention, and interest, and feeling of the Senate, this 
other question of the improvement of the Lake 
harbors, and the great interior commercial com- 
munication of the West. I have had occasion to 
know from inquiry that it was conceded some 
two or three weeks ago, that if bills should be 
postponed until certain discussions should be 
disposed of, they would be taken up without any 
objection. 

1 confess that I feel a considerable interest in 
both questions—that in reference to the action of 
the naval board, and the river and harbor im- 
provement bills. I am obliged to feel a great 
interest in the latter question, as well as in the 
former. I feel some personal and individual 
responsibility in relation to the action of the naval | 
board, and I feel a general and national interest 
in regard to the disposition of those other bills. 

Iam bound to say that I do not foresee with 
any certainty, or with any confidence, that any | 
practical benefitis likely to result from the passage 
of the river and harbor bills. I hope for more | 
than Iexpect. I do not calculate with the least 
degree of confidence that their passage would 
result in anything practical and beneficial; but it 
is well enough to dispose of them. 1 know, sir, 
what the objections are to giving any preference 
to those bills. I know that it is considered im- 
practicable, with this Executive, that those bills 
should accomplish any results; but it is not the 
business of Congress to ascertain how that fact 
is; it is our duty to express our own sentiments, 

[ am anxious that the question in regard to the 


ered. I hope it will be maturely and wisely con- 
sidered, and that it will be disposed of for the 
best interests of the Republic; but [ think we 
shall have amore deliberate consideration of that 
subject if we suffer the river and harbor bills to 
be passed in advance. Then we cancome to the 
consideration of the naval question, untrammeled 
—as far as it is possible for us to be untram- | 
meled when we look forward to the great issues 
involved in the Kansas difficulty, whch I wish I 


had the power to dispose of definitively in any || 


way, SO as to preserve peace and harmony. 

For that reason I shall second the honorable 
Senator from Michigan in his motion to dispose 
of these internal improvement bills, so that we 
may come prepared to dispose next of the pro- 
ceedings of the naval board, and arrive at a con- | 
clusion as to what we shall do in relation to that 
subject. 

I am free to acknowledge that, according to or- 
dinary parliamentary rule, the naval board reso- 
lutions are the first business in order to-day. We 
have indulged in a habit of making orders not, | 
as far as I have any knowledge, according to | 
any recognized known parliamentary rule of pro- 
ceeding. We make orders of the day and special 
orders, the precise meaning of which I never did 
understand; but I understand one thing practi- 
cally, that the subject which was under consid- 
eration at the last adjournment ought to be taken 
up and finished, if there is not a positive and 
definite rule of the Senate to counteract it; and 
that is the only way to proceed successfully with 
the business of the Senate. 

For the reasons which I have stated, I pre- 
fer that the honorable Senator from Michigan 
should succeed in his proposition to dispose of 
the internal improvement bills, and let us have 
them off our hands. 
sage can lead to any practical beneficial result; 


but, at all events, let us dispose of them, and let t 


| feels very considerable interest. 


| not give rise to much discussion; but they relate 


Probably, if we take up the river and harbor bills, 


| speak upon it. 
proceedings of the naval board shall be consid- |! will pass through the Senate sub silentio, as the 


| lar bill at least will give rise to considerable dis- 


we shall dispatch all in order. 

Mr. IVERSON. I trust that the motion of the | 
Senator from Michigan to postpone the subject of | 
the naval board, and take up the river and harbor | 
appropriation bills, will not prevail. I cannot see 
any necessity for pressing those bills with so much 
pertinacity; I cannot understand that there is any 
pressing necessity for their consideration. They 
will be passed as a matterofcourse. We under- 
stand the disposition and views of the Senate 
upon that subject sufficiently to know that there 
will be very little difficulty in the passage of 
them. 

But there is another reason why they ought not 
to be taken up to-day, or even during this week. 
The first of those bills in order is that making an 
appropriation for the improvement of the Savan- 
nah river, which, the Senate will remember, was 
under discussion when we last had the river and 
harbor bills under consideration. The Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. Mason] has the floor on that 
question, and he is now absent from the city, not 
expecting that it would come up to-day or this 
week, on account of the general understanding 
which prevailed here at the termination of the 
session last week, that the discussion of the 
action of the naval board should go on to an end 
this week. It was, doubtless, the understanding 
of that Senator when he left the city that the 
river and harbor bills would not be brought up 
this week, and hence he has goneaway. He has 
the floor on the bill for the improvement of the 
Savannah river, and desires, I know, to address 
the Senate on that subject. 

With the general understanding which pre- 
vailed last week, that the subject of the naval 
board should continue to occupy the attention of 
the Senate during the present week, until it should 
be disposed of in one shape or another, it seems 
to me rather unfair to spring the river and harbor 
bills upon the Senate in the absence of Senators 
who desire to take part in their discussion. The 
Senator from Michigan knows that the Senator 
from Virginia has the floor on the Savannah river 
appropriation bill. He desires to address the 
Senate upon that subject; it is one in which he 
There are other 
gentlemen who desire to be heard upon that ques- 
tion. My colleague [Mr. Toomss] expects to 
It is not, therefore, a subject that 





Senator from Tennessee expects. ‘That particu- 
cussion. The Senator from Virginia expects to 
speak on it; my colleague expects to speak on it; 
the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Burier] 
expects to speak on it; and other gentlemen will 
probably address the Senate on that subject. 
Perhaps, the other river and harbor bills may 


to a subject that is not to be disposed of so read- 
ily as the Senator from Tennessee supposes. 





they will consume the whole of this week. It 
will take two days to call the yeas and nays alone 
on those questions without a single word of de- 
bate. How many of those bills are there? Does 
the Senator know? There are over forty of them 
—some fifteen or twenty appropriating money for 
the State of Michigan alone—over twenty, if I 
am not mistaken, to say nothing of the others. 


_ I have not counted them; but, perhaps, there are 
| fifty bills appropriating money for rivers and har- 


I doubt whether their pas- 1 


bors, and the yeas and nays will be called for on 
every one of them. It will consume two days at 
least simply to take the yeas and nays on those 
pereeneons without one word of discussion. 

venture to assert that, if those bills be taken up 


| now, their consideration will consume the rest of 


this week, and the naval board question will go 
by. I consider that question more important, 
because it is necessary for many considerations 
that it should be decided by the Senate. There 
are a great number of naval officers who have 
been affected by the action of the board, who, 
with their families, are now hanging with trem- 
bling anxiety on the decision of the Senate; and 
I trust their suspense will be relieved. I hope 
we shall proceed with the naval board question, 
discussing it from day to day until we shall de- 
cide it in some way. 

There is another consideration personal to my- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


’ 


/ cause I am aware of the fact that he has the floor, 
| Now the very last thing that the Senator from 


| tion bill. ‘That the Senator will not dispute, be- 





| that bill originally; but I have disposed of that 


| least half on that point. 


/may be deferred, as the Senators from Georgia 


| the morning hour, in two or three days, the whole 


| subject might be disposed of, so that they would 


| without any discussion at all. 


| day last, that the discussion on the naval question 


| the case, I stated distinctly to the Senate that 


| pose of the naval question; I do not deny it. 
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self. My resolution is the first one upon which 
a vote of the Senate willbe taken. I must leave 
the city next Sunday for my home. I desire a 
vote of the Senate to be taken upon that proposi- 
tion at least, before I go away. If the Senate 
reject that resolution, I shall not feel particularly 
anxious to press the subject, because the ques. 
tion will then come up in the shape either of a 
bill to repeal the law of last session, or the jij 
reported by the Committee on Naval Affairs. I 
desire, however, to ascertain the sense of the 
Senate upon my resolution before I am compelled 
to leave the city. I do not care how soon the 
vote shall be taken; it may be taken without dis. 
cussion so far as | am concerned. 

Mr. STUART. As I said before, I do not 
wish to consume the time of the Senate in dis. 
cussing the order of business, because that would 
defeat my object. I only rise to show that the 
Senator from Georgia is mistaken in every posi- 
tion which he has taken. 

In the first place, he says that the Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. Mason] desires that this question 
may be postponed, and that I must know it, be. 





Virginia said to me when he went away Was 
that he hoped I would have the river and harbor 
bills disposed of while he was gone. That was 
said in the very last conversation between him 
and me. 

Mr. IVERSON. I only know the fact that he 
had the floor on the Savannah river appropria- 


cause the records show it. 
Mr. STUART. The Senator from Virginia 
undoubtedly expressed his desire to speak on 


branch of the question. Now, the Senator from 
Georgia says there are twenty of these bills 
making appropriations for the State of Michigan. 
Mr. IVERSON. I did not count them. 
Mr. STUART. The Senator is mistaken at 


Mr. IVERSON. There were so many of them 
that [ thought they must reach that number. 

Mr. STUART. So far as the question re- 
specting the Savannah river appropriation bill is 
concerned, that may be disposed of first, or it 


desire. I am willing that it should be laid aside 
until the rest be disposed of. 

In respect to the importance of the question, 
the Senator has argued that point on both sides. 
He insisted the other day that these were bills 
which would be passed of course, and that during 


not at allinterfere with the naval board discussion. 
Now, the Senator says that you cannot in two 
or three days take the yeas and nays on then, 


The Senator says that it was the general under- 
standing, when the Senate adjourned on Thurs- 


should proceed to-day. So far from that being 


should not press a vote on the question then, 
because there was not a quorum present; but I 
gave distinct notice to the Senate, and I informed 
my friend from North Carolina [Mr. Biees] pr'- 
vately, (so that he should not consider it at all 
disrespectful to him personally,) that I should 
deem it my duty to move for the consideration ot 
these bills to-day. It may be important to dis- 


shall join as cheerfully as any Senator in taking 
up that business when its order comes, and I shall 
insist upon its being continued in its order until 
it is ended; but I must ask fora vote of the Senate 
upon my motion, and I hope that it will be suc- 
cessful. } 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on postponing the prior orders and proceeding 
to the consideration of the river and harbor bills. 

Mr. HALE. The special order is the naval 
bill, I believe. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The order of the day 
is the resolutions of the Senator from Georgia 
concerning the proceedings of the naval board. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is not the 
first order; there are fifteen others which have 
precedence over that. 

Mr. IVERSON. That was the business under 
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consideration by the Senate on Thursday last, 
and it was postponed until to-day at one and a 
half o’clock; it seems to me, therefore, that it has 
recedence. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There are sev- 
eral unfinished bills which occupy the same posi- 
tion. The first business in order is the bill to 
increase the efficiency of the Army; the next is 


the motion to print ten thousand additional copies 
of the President’s message relating to affairs in 
cansas. 

Mr. BUTLER. On Thursday I made the 
motion to postpone the resolutions of the Senator 
from Georgia until one o’clock to-day; and, ac- 
cording to my understanding, good faith requires 
ys to take up that business and postpone all 
other. The Senator from North Carolina has 
the floor upon that question, and courtesy to him 
requires that we should proceed with it. 

How the Senator from Michigan came to the 
conclusion that there was no quorum the other 
dav I do not know. He may have been correct 
in the fact; but it was not ascertained in any puar- 
hamentary manner that there was no quorum 
here, and it was competent for the body (there 
being no such ascertainment) to give this special 
order precedence of all others; and that was the 
action of the body then. The Senate may change 
that order if they think proper; but I can see no 
good reason why we should be so eager to take 
up these bills which, like Aaron’s rod, swallow 
up all others, because the money goes for the ben- 
efit of certain local sections of the country. I 
think good faith requires us to take up the resolu- 
tions in regard to the naval board, both in cour- 
tesy to the Senator from North Carolina, and in 
justice to the parties whose rights havebeen af- 
fected by the action of the board, and who are 
here now unable to say what course they will 
take in life until their cases are disposed of. That 
subject ought to be taken up. 

I know that perhaps the sensibilities of indi- 
viduals are not to be consulted in preference to 
the pouring out of money to make canals and 
open rivers. I know they are not considerations 

likely to affect a purpose of that kind; but, if I 
understand the subject fairly, good faith requires 
us to proceed with the discussion on the naval 
board question and dispose of it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
is on the motion of the Senator frem Michigan to 


postpone all prior orders and proceed to the con- || 


sideration of the river and harbor bills. 
Mr. WADE. [call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken resulted—yeas 19, nays 22; as follows: 


am, 


The question 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Benjamin, Cass, | 


Collamer, Dodge, Durkee, Foot, Foster, Hamlin, Harlan, 
James, Jones of Iowa, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, Wade, 
Weller, Wilson, and Wright.—19. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Biggs, Butler, 


Clay, Crittenden, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Hale, Hunter, Iver- 


son, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Pugh, Reid, | 


Slidell, Toombs, ‘Toucey, Trumbull, and Yulee—22. 
So the motion was not agreed to. 
NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 
On motion of Mr. IVERSON, the Senate 


resumed the consideration of the following reso- | 


lutions, submitted by him on the 29th of Febru- 
ary: 


by the Chair, with power to send for persons and papers 


and that said committee be, and are hereby, authorized and 


instructed to summon before it the members of the late 
“naval retiring board,’’ or such of them as may be conve- 
hiently brought before the committee, and examine them 
upon oath as to the facts and evidence, grounds and rea- 
sons, upon which the action of said board was founded in 
each case of the officers recommended to be put upon the 
retired list, or dropped from the service ; and that said com- 
mittee be turther instructed to inquire and obtain any oiher 
facts which, in their opinion, may bear upon the cases 
aforesaid, and report the same to the Senate. 


ind be it further resolved, That said committee be au- | 


thorized and instructed to advise and consult with the 
President of the United States in relation to the cases of 
said retired and dropped officers, with the view of correct- 
ing any error or injustice which may have been committed 
by the action of said retiring board, by the reappointment 
or restoration by the President of such officers as may have 
been unjustly or improperly retired or dropped. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
from North Carolina [Mr. Breas] is entitled to 
the floor on these resolutions. 

_ Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. If the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina wishes to go on and 
Occupy the attention of the Senate now, IJ have 
no objection. In that case, I shall ask the priv- 


ilege of following him. The honorable Senator 
having obtained the floor on Thursday afternoon, 
seems to be, by courtesy, entitled to the atten- 
tion of the Senate in making his remarks now. 
if he chooses. I will defer to him altogether, and 
will succeed him, or precede him, as he may 
think proper. : 

Mr. BIGGS. As the Senator from Tennessee 
has expressed a desire to be heard ona matter 
connected with this subject, somewhat personal 
to himself, of course I give way to that Senator, 
so that he may make such remarks as he thinks 

yroper on this occasion. 

Mr. BELL, of Tenness: e, proceede dto addri SS 
the Senate in defense of Lieutenant M. F. Maury, 
in reply to the speech of Mr. CLayrox. With- 
out concluding, he yielded the floor at the sugges- 
tion of several Senators who desired an execu- 
tive session. 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 

On motion of Mr MALLORY, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and after some time spent therein, the doors 
were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, -dpril 28, 1856. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplair, Rev. Danren Watpo. 


The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 
CALL OF THE HOUSE. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the unfinished business of Friday, ** Shall the 
decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the House?’’ On that question the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Gattoway] calls for the previous 

uestion. Is there a second? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The House is 
very thin, and before proceeding to the business 
regularly in order I move that there be a call of 
the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Clerk then proceeded with the call; and be- 
fore it was completed, 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved that all further pro- 
ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I trust that, as the call 
has been commenced, it will be gone through 
with, and the names of the absentees read. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The names of the absentees were then read, as 
follows: 

Messrs. Allen, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bayly, Bell, Bowie, 
Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, Caruth- 
ers, Caskie, Childs, Bayard Clarke, Clawson, Comins, Cul- 
len, Damrell, Day, De Witt, Dick, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Ed- 


| wards, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, Faulkner, Foster, 


The Senator 


Henry M. Fuller, Granger, Robert B. Hall, Thomas L. Har 
ris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Howard, J. Glaney Jones, 
Kelsey, Kunkel, Lake, Alexander K. Marshall, Meacham, 
John G. Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore, Murray, Norton, 
Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Pearce, Pennington, Pettit, Reade, 
Ricaud, Rust, Sage, Sherman, Samuel A. Smith, William 
Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Tyson, Underwood, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Watkins, Williams, and Wood. 


Mr. BRANCH, whose name appears in the 
list of absentees, entered the Hall before the call 
of the roll had been concluded, and requested 


: : : || that his vote might be recorded. 
Resolved, That a committee of —— Senators be appointed | 


The SPEAKER stated that it could only be 
done by unanimous consent. 

Objection was made. 

The SPEAKER. 
must now order the doors to be closed. 

Mr. PRINGLE. I move that ail further pro- 
ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. MORGAN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Sacer, had paired off with Mr. Winstow. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, stated that his col- 
league, Mr. Warkins, had paired off with Mr. 
Murray until the 7th of next month. 

Mr. BARBOUR stated that he had paired off 
with his colleague, Mr. Ene isu. 

Mr. FLORENCE stated that he had paired off 
with his colleague, Mr. Kunxet. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dicxtys, their Secretary, announcing that 


| that body had passed an act defining the duties of 


commissioners of elections in the city of Wash- 


Under the call, the Chair | 
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ington, and for other purposes, and asking 
concurrence of the House therein. 


the 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Sipwey Wesster, his Pri- 
vate Secretary, notifying the House that he did, 
on the 18th instant, approve and sign a bill of the 
following title: 

An act to authorize the issue of a register to 
the brig Echo of Boston: 

And on the 23d instant, bills and joint resolution 
of the following titles: 7 

An act to the times of holding the 
United States courts in the southern district of 
lilinois; 

Joint resolution relating to the public lands ap- 
pertaining to the Springfield and Sian r’s Ferry 
armories, and the North Carolina arsenal: 

An act for the relief of Mary E. Tillman; 

An act to continue half pay to Mrs. Lewright 
Browning for a further term of five years; 

An act making appropriation for the support 
of the Military Academy for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1857; and 

An act to repeal part of an act entitled ** An 
act to provide for the safe-keeping of the acts, 
records, and seal of the United States, and for 
other purposes.” 


change 


PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 


Mr. NICHOLS. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to make a personal explanation. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. NICHOLS said: I have been waiting for 
some days until my colleague from the third dis- 
trict of Ohio [Mr. CampsBe.y] should resume his 
seat, in order to make a personal explanation. I 
find in the Cincinnati Daily Commercial of the 
17th instant a report of what purports to have 
been a speech made by my honorable colleague 
{Mr. Campsex.] to a portion of his constituents 
at his own home. With the mass of matter 
contained in that report, sir, lL have nothing to do; 
but in that speech there is an allusion made to two 
gentlemen from my own State, who are claimed 
to have been applicants for the printing of this 
House, and I think the remarks of my colleague, 
as reported, implicate me, to some extent, Ina 
connection with those two gentlemen in their 


| efforts. 


I will now read a paragraph from the reported 
speech. My colleague is reported as saying: 


* Before he (CAMPBELL) withdrew, there was no caucus 
of the anti-Nebraska men. If there had been, he would 
have beeu nominated. But there was a considerable num 
ber so bitterly opposed to him that they would not have 
gone to caucus. Some even of the Ohio members were 
against him all the time. He would be understood to allude 
particularly to NricHo.is, whose district he (C.) had stumped 
for him by townships, neglecting his own. The difficulty 
Was in the printing business. Why such eagerness for a 
New England Speaker? Because, with a New England 
Speaker, the printing, it was expected, would be conceded 
to the West, and Schoulerand Follett would grasp the golden 
prize; while, if there was a western Speaker, the printing 
would have to be given to some eastern man. There waa 
the tight place. The so-called contest was not about the 
Speaker. It was the printing and the binding behind it.” 


lask my colleague if that is a correct report of 
his remarks upon that occasion ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I prefer to hear all the 
gentleman has to say before | put myself before 
the House. I will state to my colleague, how- 
ever, in reply to his question, that the report of 
the speech which I made at Hamilton, as it ap- 
peared in the Cincinnati Commercial, was by no 
means perfect; and had my colleague been as par- 
ticular to follow up the subject as he has been to 
examine the remarks as reported, he would have 
found that, within a day or two after the appear- 
ance of that report, I took occasion to say to the 
editor that it was, in many important points, 
erroneous and impertinent. 

I will say now to my colleague that, whenever 
I wish to make an assault upon his integrity, I 
will do it in some way that will leave no doubt 
upon the subject, or room for equivocation as to 
responsibilities incurred. I did not utter one word 


/in my Hamilton speech that, by any reasonable 


or fair construction, could be tortured into any 
charge against the integrity of my colleague. I 
did say, and I repeat it here, that I believed then, 
and I believe now, that the rinting, and other 
matters in which money was involved, had much 
to do with the delay in the organization, of this 
House. But, Mr. Speaker, I did not impute to 
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any man any dishonest motive; on the contrary, || 
if the gentleman will look into that imperfect | 


sketch of my speech, he will find that I expressly 
disclaimed any intention of imputing a want of 
integrity to any ventleman, whether I named him 
or not. 

Mr. NICHOLS. The explanation of my col- 
league does not meet the point to my satisfaction 
as yet. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, put the question 
in a direct form, and then I will answer it. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Task my colleague, whether 
he said, in his speech, that a desire to elect 
Schouler and Follett as printers of this House had 
anything to do with governing me in withhold- 
ing my vote from him? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I[ said nothing of the kind. 
What [ said was this, and the record proves 
the truth of it, that there were members from 
my own State who did not vote for me. Of that 
I made no complaint; and my colleague well 
knows that I never, directly or indirectly, claimed 
as aright that he should give me his support; 
and it is on record that he did not give me his 
support. [ imputed nothing improper to him; 
and it strikes me that my colleague shows un- 
necessary sensitiveness when I have disavowed 
saying anything that imputed dishonesty to him. 
Having said this, if itis not satisfactory to him 
he can take his own course. I have nothing 
more to say. 

Mr. NICHOLS. So far as any imputed con- 
nection of myself with the gentlemen who have 
been the means of drawing out a large portion of 
the remarks of my colleague, as set forth in this 
imperfect report, 1 manifested only that sensi- 
tiveness which every gentleman manifests when 
he deems it necessary to take care of his reputa- 
tion, and nothing more; and the explanation of 
the gentleman, that he nowhere in his speech 
imputed to me any connection with those gentle- 
men is, of course, satisfactory tome. And I say 
to my colleague that, the fact being as he claims 
it to be, the explanation is one which I hada right 
to presume he would make, and which I did pre- 
sume he would make—acquitting me fully of all 
connection with the printing matter. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the fact that I did not vote 


for my colleague during the canvass for the | 


speakership is patent. 1 recognize the gentle- 
man’s right to comment upon my vote whenever 
he pleases; but I would have much preferred, 
Mr. Speaker, if my colleague felt any grievance 
as to that vote, the comment should have been 
made here, or somewhere where the explanation 
could have been afforded at the time the objection 
was made. 

Sir, I came here with a high personal respect 
for my colleague. In 1854—as is familiar to 
every gentleman of this House—I was a candi- 
date for reélection against the regular nomination 
of the party with which I had previously acted; 
but, Mr. Speaker, ifit be supposed that the posi- 
tion which I then occupied gave any right to any 
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matter for which I claim any great credit. I did it his colleague [Mr. Banks] was a member of t) 


for the sake of a principle, not for that of the || American party? 


person. I thought that my colleague represented 


/in his person a principle; and I or to my 


own party associates, who proposed to runacan- 


| didate against my colleague, not todo so. That 


| is all I did. 


Ido not charge my colleague any- 
thing for it, and never did. 

Mr. NICHOLS. 1 did not allude to that par- 
ticular portion of my colleague’s remarks; but I 
wish to show to him that he has very little reason 
to complain of my action in withholding my vote 
from him. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. My colleague is certainly 
mistaken. Ido not complain ofhim. He hada 
right to vote against me. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Then I accept my cotleague’s 


| explanation that he does not complain of my vote. 


His own explanation brings me to the point I 
was about to come to when he interrupted me. 


| House had been a member of the Americ 


| gentleman, in company with a great many other 


| make one issue the paramount issue of the can. 


L have spoken of my position at that time. It || 


is true that | met my colleague at one point in my 
district during the canvass. Whether he attended 
at other points I do not know. 
while I say to him that [ felt very grateful to him 
for the good will which he manifested towards 
me in that campaign, he will permit me to say 
that, when we reached this Capitol, neither he 
nor I occupied the position where we found our- 
selves in 1854. I have told you, Mr. Speaker, 
what my position was. My colleague and I 
discussed but one proposition, as far as I am 
aware of. That proposition was as to the pro- 
priety of the repeal of the Missouri compromise, 
which question was the only one in issue. I was 
agian to the repeal of the Missouri compro- 
mise; | am to-day in favor of restoring the re- 


Sut, Mr. Speaker, | 


| striction which was removed by the Kansas- | 


other party on the face of the earth to control my | 


course, that supposition is an error, and an error 
which could not be drawn from the course of events 
in my district during the canvass, in which I was 
reelected. I had occasion, sir, to stump every cor- 
ner of my district. I averred then and there that 
ineverything I was unchanged; that I had beena 
Democrat all my life; that during my first term 
in Congress I had cast none but Democratic votes; 
and that, if reélected, the people of my district 
must take me upon the platform which [ aad 
made by my votes, for I should give none other 
than Demoeratic votes. With such declaration 
made by me in every part of my district, | was 
reéleeted by a large majority. It is true, as my 


. . «© % 
honorable colleague says, that he was in my dis- 


trict prior to the election; but from the statement 
that he stumped the district, township by town- 
ship, or anything of that kind, I beg leave to dis- 
Sent, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Of course, Mr. Speaker, 
I do not hold myself accountable for what every 
newspaper letter-writer, editor, or porwr may 
see fic to stick in his paper; nor will I undertake 
to repeat precisely the words which I uttered on 
the point in question. 1 perhaps did remark, in 
the course of the speech which I made at Han- 
nibal, that | had spoken in several of the town- 
ships of my colleague's district, for the purpose 


Nebraska act. 


I am in favor thereof as the best | 


means of giving peace to the country and re- | 
| pose from the agitation which it is now undergo- 


ing. 
Only a few months 
elapsed after the State of Ohio had been carried 


But, as I said before, events followed each | 
| other in rapid succession. 


by unanimity almost unexampled in political | 


history against the repeal of the Missouri com- 
promise, before the shadow of another party was 
thrown across our path; and I see in some re- 
solves passed at Cleveland that my colleague was 


one of the high priests of that party, and aided | 
|} in constructing it. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. It was not a ‘ shadow;”’ 
it was and is a substance ! 
Mr. NICHOLS. 


a substance, and that it made a change in the 


relations which my colleague and myself held 


towards each other. The principles of that party 
—and I[ do not question the motives of my honor- 


1 am willing to say it was | 


able colleague in adopting them, nor do I question | 


the propriety of his action at all—are opposed to 
the whole principles of my political action during 


my life; and, asan opponent of that party—as an || 
| enemy of it, | cannot, by my vote, give a sanc- || 


tion to anything which would conflict with the 
principles which I had always expressed, and 
which | had expressed in 1854. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I did not present as a 


| *¢rievance’’ or **complaint,’’ but simply as a 
| fact, that my colleague did not, at any time, vote 


| for me; but, as he 1s going on to explain his rea- | 


i 


sons for not doing so, I willask him how it was, | 
| if the fact which came to his knowledge, that I | 
| was a member of the American partyin Ohio, and 
| had advocated the principles of that party on the 


stump during the last summer, prevented him from 


casting his vote for me—if it be true that this was | 


the obstacle, that he came to make up his mind | 


to vote for the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
now in the chair, [Mr. Banxs,] who occupied a 


| position similar to my own? 
| Mr. NICHOLS. That explanation I now 


proceed, with pleasure, to give to my honorable 


colleague, and it is supported, I think, by the | 


political history of the two gentlemen who were 
opposing candidates for the speakership. My 


honorable colleague took occasion at every stage | 


of the game—at every step in that contest, une- 
quivocally to declare that he made Americanism 
a question, as well as the question of restoring 
the Missouri restriction. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If my colleague will allow 
me, I will ask him whether the colleague of the 
Speaker clect{Mr. Damrett] did not announce 


of securing his election. That is true, It is not a | quite as openly and distinctly as J] ever did, that 


| 





| had been made for a discussion in the city of 


| the ground that there would be a greater mori 


| during all that contest in this House, than there 


| my colleague did so advise his own party friends, 
| putting it upon the ground which I now putit, 





Mr. NICHOLS. 


I will answer for that Point 
also. he 


I knew that the present Speaker of the 


an party, 


but I knew also, that last fall it was said that tha, 


gentlemen of Massachusetts, who Proposed ty 


vass, went off on what was called the Berkshin 
train, and from the reported remarks made hy 
him, I did vote for him for Speaker. He aoe 
reported as having said that he was Opposed to 
applying any test to men on account of the plac 
of their birth, such as was prescribed in the plat. 
form of the American party of Ohio—making , 
twenty-one years’ residence necessary to natural. 
ization. 

Mr. Speaker, as my colleague, in a speech mag. 
in my district in 1854, said, and he has intimate, 
here, that the choice between the two Opposing 
candidates in my district was a choice of eyi]s—— 

Mr. CAMPBELL, (in his seat.) I did not gq 
that. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Well, sir, something similg; 
to that—that, as it was a choice between ty, 
Democrats, I had the right, in the vote I gave fy 
Speaker, to my own choice between two gentle. 
tlemen who were Americans, and to choose th» 
one occupying the most liberal position—the po. 
sition most in accordance with my own sent). 
ments. Has my colleague any further questions? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Jn regard to the speech to 
which my colleague refers, made two years ago, 
of course I cannot be expected now to repeat pre. 
cisely what I then said. I went there, as my 
colleague well knows, accepting a challenge whic) 


y 


Piqua, by the distinguished gentleman from Ohio 
who now occupies a seat in the other end of the 
Capitol, (Mr. Puen.) I recollect well that my 
colleague was upon the stand with us during th 
struggle of that night. I made an appeal to men 
of all parties—Whigs and Democrats—who were 
opposed to the repeal of the Missouri compro- 
mise, to vote for my colleague; putting it upon 


force in returning a man who had stood by us 


would be in sending a new candidate, although 
he might have been one of my former associates 
anda Whig. That is the sort of appeal [ made 
in behalf of my colleague. 

Mr. NICHOLS. It is true, Mr. Speaker, that 


that it was a choice between two Democrats; ow 
of whom was consistent with his former opinious 
upon the great question then at issue, and th 
other of whom proposed to be inconsistent. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I admit that I had no 
very great sympathy for the old Democratic 
party. I never had; but, in that contest, | r- 
garded the principle as the great matter, rather 
than the man. If my colleague insists, however, 
that itwas a choice between two evils, for the sak 
of compromise, and getting to the transaction of 
the public business, [ am willing that he shall so 
consider it. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Iam glad that this matter 
has at last reached the true ground. It may be 
that, as my colleague advised, a portion of my 
constituents voted for me as a choice of evils, 0, 
upon a similar ground. It isa matter of no pat- 
ticular consequence to me upon what ground they 
put it. My reason—and I say it in all kindness 
to my colleague—for refusing to vote for him « 
the commencement of the session, was simply 
that the course of events in Ohio had changed 
the political position of himself and myself; and 
in the vote which I eventually gave for Speaker, 
I supposed I was giving it to the most liberal, 
who was a candidate in opposition to the regular 
Democratic candidate of the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Before my colleague takes 
his seat—for there is no question upon which 
wish to take the floor to speak—lI wish to put to 
him this question, or at least, to ask him to do 
me the justice to say that I never did, either be- 
fore the meeting of Congress, or after, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, suggest to him that he ought 
to vote for me; and I certainly never would, under 
any circumstances, ask him to violate a principle 
with the view of securing his vote—certainly not. 
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“Mr. NICHOLS. I accede to the declaration 
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just made by my colleague; but he will permit 
me to say that I was present here at all times, and 
accessible to him, So far as I know, none but 
the kindest relations existed between us, and I 
did feel somewhat astonished, and had a just 
right to complain, that my colleague should have 
made mine the only name among the members 
from the State of Ohio, upon which to comment 
ata meeting of the people when I was not present, 
instead of coming to me and asking for an expla- 
nation. , 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I stated nothing buta fact 
which the record proves. And I would inform 
my colleague that my constituents have some in- 
tellizence. They read the ly ome and | 
only informed them of what they knew before— 


namely: that he had never cast his vote for me. | 


All the rest of my colleagues, perhaps every one 
of them, did at some time or other cast their votes 
for me. 

Mr. NICHOLS. It was a fact, which, as the 
gentleman says, was patent; and after his state- 
ment I have nothing more to say, except this: 
that in all that occurred during the organization 
of this body, I voted my own sentiments—I voted 
my own opinions—I chose my own course with 
a sense of my responsibility to my constituents, 
and to the constituents of no other man on the 
face of the earth. 

Perhaps the House will allow me to say a sin- 
gle ee in reference to the gentlemen who form 
the burden of the reported remarks of my col- 
league, at the meeting to which L have referred. 
I did not know either of them, until I met them 


here. I never had any political affinities with 
them. I never had any political sympathy with 
them. With 


They come here strangers to me. 
one of them Thad unkind feelings, in consequence 
of an abusive attack made upon me in the paper 
of which he had control. 
quaintance of the other until near the close of the 
contest, which terminated in your election, Mr. 
Speaker. I had no political relations with either 
of them, and could have no preference for them 
politically, for they, I understand, belong to pre- 
cisely the same school of politics with my col- 
league—they are Americans. I thank the House 
for their indulgence. 

Mr. WADE. I ask for the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for leave to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged from the further consideration 
of the joint resolution of the House, No. 12: ‘‘A joint reso- 
ution for enlarging the custom-house, post office, and 
court-house at Cleveland, Ohio.”? 

Mr. PHELPS. I object. 

Mr. READY. As personal explanations are 
the order of the morning, I ask leave to make 
one, 

Mr. WADE. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended for the purpose which I have indicated. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire 
of the Chair whether, when a call for the pre- 
vious question is pending, the gentleman may 
submit a motion to suspend the rules? 

The SPEAKER. Ia as muchas a call for the 
previous question is pending, a motion to sus- 
pend the rules is not in order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
order of business. 

Mr. PHELPS. I withdraw my objection so 
that the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio 
May be again read. 

he resolution was again read. 

Mr. PHELPS. I now renew my objection. 

Mr. WADE. And1 move that the rules be 
suspended that the resolution may be introduced, 
and put on its passage. 

The SPEAKER. Pending a call for the pre- 
vious question, a motion to suspend the rules is 
not in order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I rise to a question of order. 
I submit whether a motion to suspend the rules 
is not to suspend the rule in reference to the pre- 
vious question, as well us all others? 

Mr. PHELPS. The business in order is in 
reference to a point of order; and under the rules, 
not more than one question of order can be pend- 
ing at one time. 

Mr. WADE. Iaska 

Vhen the 
the bill to 


question for information: 
question of order now pending on 
refund duties on goods, wares, and 


I did not make the ac- | 


I insist on the regular | 








merchandise destroyed by fire, has been decided, 


| what will be the condition of my resolution? 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s resolution 
has not been received, and it is now his property. 

Mr. READY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call 
the attention of the House, and especially that 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Camppe.t,] to 
a portion of his speech as reported in the Cincin- 
nati Commercial. Other portions of the same 
speech have been referred to by the gentleman’s 
colleague, [Mr. Nicnots.] I do so under the 
belief that the gentleman has been misrepresented 
in that speech; and if so, it isdue to him that he 
should have an opportunity to disavow it; and if 
he has been correctly reported, it is equally due 
to a portion of the members of this House, who 


are immediately interested in the facts stated or | 


alluded to, that that fact should be made known. 
The following is the portion of the gentleman’s 
speech to which I refer: 

“Then why didn’t the South Americans go for him? it 
might be inquired. Why, the thousand runners about Wash 
ington went to them at once, and told them that Campbell 
had gone strong for Mr. Chase for Governor of Ohio, and 
that the Governor had said he owed his election more to 
Lew Campbell than toany otherman. Humphrey Marshall 
(leader of the Know Nothings South) had proclaimed that 
no one could be a true American who did not indorse the 
twelfth section of the platform, and formally read him [C.] 
out of the party. Mr. Campbell had in turn taken the re 


sponsibility of reading out Marshall, holding that no one | 


could be a true blue who was not opposed to the extension 
of siavery. Notwithstanding all this, the South Americans 
would have voted for him, if he would have agreed not to 
agitate in favor of the repeal of the Missouri compromise ; 
but he wouldn’t consent to the proposed arrangement.”’ 
Mr. Speaker, | os of the gentleman from 
Ohio whether he made those statements; and, if 
he did, if it be true that there was any such 
arrangement proposed to him by the Americans 


of the South, in reference to the repeal of the | 


Missouri compromise; and, if so, by whom was 
the proposal made? 

Mr. 
appearance in the Hall this morning, for the 
first time, after a three weeks’ absence; and I am 
a little surprised to find a general disposition to 
catechise me on my sayings and doings, public 
and private, while I was absent. During my 
absence I have passed over a very wide field, and 
have said and done a great many things. I pro- 
pose to make short work of this matter. If any 


AMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, I made my | 


other member has any questions to put to me | 


touching anything I have said or done, in public | 


or private, since | have been gone, | should like 
him to get up and put them now, so that I may 
make a clean breast, and finish the matter at once. 
If there be none other besides the gentleman 
from Tennessee, I will proceed to answer him. 

In the first place, Mr. Speaker, as I remarked 
a while ago, that report of my speech referred to 
is imperfect and erroneous in many points. 
No candid, intelligent man will sit down and 
read that report, without coming at once to the 
conclusion that the reporter intended to put me in 
a false position. Such doubtless was the fact, 
because that paper has indulged in more vituper- 
ation of me within the last few months, than any 
other within my knowledge. It is bitterly oppo- 
sed to me because of my Americanism, and un- 
scrupulous in its method of assault. 

Now, sir, I cannot undertake to repeat the 
precise words I uttered upon that subject; but I 
said then, as I have stated in the House, that I 
had all my life been opposed to the extension of 
slavery into the Territories, and that when I came 
to Washington there was a triangular fight over 
the organization; that, on the one hand, certain 
anti-Nebraska gentlemen would not vote for me 
becouse of my Americanism. I think a speci- 
men of that class has just taken his seat, [Mr. 
Nicno.s,} who would not vote for me, because I 
could not abandon my American principles con- 
scientiously. 

Again, I said that there were South Americans 
voting for my distinguished friend from Louis- 
ville, (Mr. H. Marsnatt.] They had put them- 


| selves upon the twelfth section of the Philadel- 


phia platform, which, according to my interpre- 
tation of it, pledged every man, in Congress and 
out of it, to acquiesce in the repeal of the Mis- 
souri compromise; that he had read me out of 


the party because I would not take the twelfth | 


section and adopt it; on the other hand, that I had 


read him out of the party because he did take | 


and adopt the twelfth section. I then said that 
l was satisfied, from information brought to me 
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by others, that a portion, at least, of the Amer- | 
ican party South would have voted for me had I 
concluded to adopt the twelfth section; but I said, 
invariably, in all conversations I had, that I did 
not wish to cheat any man out of a vote; that I 
did not approve of the twelfth section, and that 
my principles were not in market. 

gut the gentleman from Tennessee wants to 
know who it was that came to me. No member 
proposed to me that I should sacrifice my princi- 
ples; and I have said already that I did not utter 
a single remark calculated to impute a want of 
integrity to any person. I will now say, how- 
ever, that, even without giving in my adhesion 
to the twelfth section, I became satisfied that 
there were liberal-minded men of the South in 
the American party, who, at a later period, would 
have cast their votes for me in order to perfect an 
organization. 

Mr. WALKER. I ask if the gentleman in- 
cludes me in that category ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. No, sir. I let you out, 
I never suspected you of any intention to vote 
for me under any circumstances. 

Mr. CARLILE. Let me out too. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Certainly. I do not be- 
lieve that anybody in my country would have 
suspected that either of those gentlemen would 
have voted for me. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman must let me out too. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Yes; go out. There are 
three out. 

Mr. TRIPPE. I want to have that test ap- 
plied to my humble self. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Of course; pass along. 

Mr. SNEED. Did I understand the gentle- 
man to say that no arrangement was proposed 
to him by the South American party ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I repeat again, for | wish 
ventlemen to understand me, that it was intima- 
ted to me, that if | adopted the twelfth section, 
and stood upon that, then the difficulty would be 
removed; but no arrangement was ever proposed 
to me from that party, in any formal way. 

Mr. READY. I desire to ask the gentleman 
one further question. Does he mean to convey 
the idea that any proposition was made to him, 
either direetly or indirectly, by any Amehcan 
from the South, or was the opinion expressed 
to him, an opinion expressed upon the responsi- 
bility of the person by whom it was uttered ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I never attended any of 
the meetings of the organization called ‘* South 
Americans.’’ True, it was so advertised at the 
time in the newspapers, that I had been attending 
their caucuses. I never knew officially anything 
of what they had done as a party in caucus. 
Never. That in private conversations, members 
of that party did make suggestions to me, is true; 
and I have stated what those suggestions were, 
but they did not come with the authority of a 
party acting as an organized party of this House. 

Mr. LINDLEY. Will the gentleman permit 
me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Certainly. 

Mr. LINDLEY. I wish to say to the gentle- 
man that, for one, I would not have voted for 
him, off or on the twelfth section. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, that is no news to 
me. I[ did not suppose the gentleman from Mis- 
souri ever entertained any idea of voting for me; 
and when did I pretend that he ought to, or that 


|| I wanted his vote ? 


Mr. LINDLEY. Never. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. The we are even! 

Mr. MORGAN. I object to any further ex- 
jlanations upon this subject. [Cries of ** Too 
leas 1? 6* Too late!’ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee is entitled to the floor for one hour. 

Mr. MORGAN. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee has the floor, but no other member can 
speak upon the subject if there is objection. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee is entitled to make a personal explanation, 
but is not entitled to yi ld the floor to another 
without the consent of the House. 

Mr. READY. I understand the gentleman 
from Ohio to admit that the ‘* National Ameri- 
cans,”’ or, as they are called, the ** South Ameri- 
cans,’’ made no proposition tohim. That is to 
me satisfactory. 

Mr.CAMPBELL, Asa party,I said. [Laugh- 


ter.] 
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Mr. REA 
individual member of that party. I wantto know 


how it was. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
that 

The SPEAKER. Consent was given to the 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee to make a personal 
ex planation, and he cannot yield to the gentleman 
from Ohio except by unanimous consent. ‘The 
gentleman from New York objects to any further 
occupying of the floor on this subject by anybody 
but the gentleman from Tennessee. 





Mr. READY. I desire to have the gentleman | 


answer the interrogatory. 1 think it is due to 
him, to myself, and to those with whom I act; 
and I hope the House willaccord their assent to 
him to do so. The question is, did any individ- 


ual member of that party make a proposition to 


him? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee made no proposition to me publicly or 
privately, pretending to represent his party, or 
of his own account. Further than that, 1 do not 
recognize his right to interrogate me; and I relieve 
him from any charge of that character. 

Mr. READY. I believed that the gentleman 
would relieve me. I had no misgivings on that 
subject. It has not been my purpose to make 
imputations against the gentleman from Ohio, or 
to place him in an unfavorabie category. I did 
not know whether or not he had made the state- 
ments attributed to him in the report of his 
speech; and if he had made them, then I desired 
to ascertain who it was that had made the prop- 
ositions, because [ believed that if there were 
those who had made the propositions to which 
reference had been so als in his speech, they 
ought to be made known, and exposed to the 
country. Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, | should not 
have hemah it necessary to call the attention of 
the gentleman from Ohio, and of the House, to 
this report of his speech, had it not been that | 
have aanaud certain party political organs com- 
menting upon that speech since it has appeared, 
as reported, and endeavoring to make capital out 
of the prejudices of the National American party; 
and it was toset them right, and in order that the 
gentleman might set himself right also, that I 
made the inquiry which | did, and not with any 
unkind feeling. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Ihave already stated that 
I did not at any time say that there was a formal 
proposition made to me from the gentleman’s 
party in the House. No member of it made any 
proposition that I should come on the twelfth 
section against my convictions of right; but in 
private conversation, various members of that 
party did intimate that one of the objections to 
me, was the fact that I repudiated he twelfth 
section of the Philadelphia platform. Further 
than that, it was suggested to me from other 
sources, that if I consented to indorse the twelfth 
section, the probability was that I would have an 
accession to my strength from that quarter, and 
be elected; to which I responded that I had no 
principles for sale to acquire any honors. 


REMISSION OF DUTIES. 


The question being, ‘* Shall the decision of the 


Chair stand as the judgment of the House ?’’ on 
which the previous question had been moved by 
Mr, Gattoway— 


The previous oon was seconded, and the 


main question ordered, namely: ‘* Shall the deci- 
sion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
House ?”’ and on this the yeas and nays had been 
ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 81, nays 73; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bil- 
linghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, 
Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, Lewis D. Campbell, Chatfee, 
Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter 
Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, Denver, Dickson, Dodd, 
Emriec, Eustis, Flagler, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Grow, Hafrison, Haven, Her- 
bert, Holloway, Valentine B, Horton, Kelsey, Kennett, 
Knapp, Knichi, Knowlton, Knox, Matteson, McCarty, 
Meacham, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Nichols, An- 
drew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Purvi- 
ance, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Sew- 
ard, Simmons, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, 
Tharston, ‘Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 


Elihu B, Washbume, Israel Washburn, Watson, and — 


Whitney—81. 


DY. "Nor, as { understood, did any 


I have already stated | 
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W. Cobb, Cox, Crawford, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmundson, to postpone till the second Friday in May 
b 


| Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Harlan, Sampson W. 


Harris, Hoffman, Hughston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, King, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lindley, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Mar- 
shall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Killian Miller, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Orr, Paine, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Puryear, 
Quitman, Reade, Ready, Richardsan, Rivers, Ruffin, Sav- 
age, Shorter, William R. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Swope, 
Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Vail, Valk, Waldron, Walker, 


Warner, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright || 


es, 
So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. CRAIGE stated that he had paired off for 
the rest of the month with Mr. Woop. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The decision of 
the Chair having been sustained, it is now in 
order to move to refer that bill to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order. 

Mr. JONES. Then I move that it be so refer- 
red, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has already been 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES. Then I move its reference to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HERBERT. I move to amend that mo- 
tion by making this bill the special order of the 
day for the second Tuesday in May. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done bya 
suspension of the rules. 

Mr. JONES. I object to the special order. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move the previous | 


tion on the motion of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee,. 

Mr. PELTON. I believe that I have a pre- 
vious question pending before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 


the previous question was demanded by the gen- 


tleman from New York [Mr. Petton] when the | 


bill was reported from the committee. 


Mr. JONES. That previous question is ex- | 


hausted long ago. How can you bring it back? 
The SPEAKER. The previous question having 
been moved by the gentleman from New York, 


on ordering the bill reported from the Commit- | 


tee on Commerce to be engrossed and read a 


third time, and the decision of the Chair that the | 
bill did not necessarily, under the rules, and with- | 
out the order and vote of the House, go to the | 


Committee of the Whole, having been sustained 
by the judgment of the House, the Chair is of 
opinion that the bill is placed in the position 
which it occupied when the question of order was 


raised; and if the gentleman from New York | 


insist on his call, that will be the question. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I would remind the 
Chair, and the gentleman from New York, of a 


fact in connection with this matter. It is true, | 


that when the gentleman reported the bill from 
the committee, he moved the previous question; 
but at the suggestion of some friends, who were 
unwilling to have the bill put upon its passage, 
he withdrew the call for the previous question, 


for the purpose of moving to postpone the con- | 
sideration of the bill to a day certain, and because | 


the previous question would have cut off a motion 
to postpone. 


Mr. PELTON. I desire to put myself right 


in regard to this matter. I have not withdrawn 
the call for the previous question, although I of- 
fered todo so. I have now arisen for the pur- 


pose of doing so. I have no desire whatever to | 


press the consideration of this bill on the House 
at the present time; but I do desire that it may 
have consideration at the earliest practicable time 


| after the bill shall have been printed, and after 


every member has had an opportunity to exam- 
ine into its merits or demerits. 
Mr. JONES, (interrupting.) While the pre- 
vious question is pending itis not debatable. 
The SPEAKER. It is not debatable. The 


| gentleman from New York desires to withdraw 


NAYS— Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Hendley S. Bennett, | 


Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. 
Campbell, Carlile, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 


his call for the previous question, and was stat- | 


ing, by unanimous consent of the House, his 
reasons. If objection be made, he is not in 
order. 

Mr. PELTON. I withdraw the call for the 
previous question, and I now move that the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill be postponed till the 
third Tuesday in May, and made the special or- 
der for that day. 

Mr.CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I wish to suggest 
to the gentleman from New York, that he move 


|| reason that the time he names would oe 
|| with the consideration of the general appropria. 
|| tion bills; and this being rather in the nature per. 
haps, of a private claim, it ought to be assigned 
| for Friday. I ask him to so modify his motio 
| as to have the consideration of this bill postponed 
till the second Friday in May. 
|| Mr. JONES. I move tocommit the bill to the 
|, Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. 
|| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
|| York, who reported the bill from the Committe. 
|) on Commerce, withdraws his call for the previoyg 
| question, and moves that the further consider. 
|| tion of the bill be postponed till : 
Mr. PELTON. I will amend my motion jy 
compliance with the suggestion of the gentlemay 
'from Ohio. I have only one object in regard j 
this matter, and I desire to accommodate ths 
House to any extent; I simply want to have this 
bill brought up some day when it can be discussed 
|| and finally disposed of. If the second Friday jy 
|| May suit the House better than the third Ties. 
| day, I will amend my motion to that extent. Jf 
there be any objection to that particular day, | 
desire to hear it; my own preference would bp 
the third Tuesday of May. 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman from New York 
|| proposes, by his motion, to postpone the further 
| consideration of this bill till a day certain, » 

which time the bill is to be considered in the 
House. Now, sir, every gentleman must know 
that in the House there can be but two amend. 
| ments proposed to this bill of some six, sevey, 
or eight sections, and then you are precluded 
from offering any more. Youcannot stop debate 
in the House unless the previous question be 
| ordered; and after the previous question shall 
have been ordered, then there is no further 
|| amendment in order; so that the House will be 
| putting itself in a position—if the motion be 
adopted—of allowing only two amendments to be 
voted on, although the bill may require material 
amendments and guards. Therefore, I do desire 
that it shall be sent to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, where it ca 
be discussed and amended. The advantage of its 
going to the committee is this: that in committee 
when the bill is sent there, the House orders 
debate to be closed ata particular hour. The 
debate is closed, and the committee is then called 
| upon to vote on amendments. The committee 
| may put in such amendments as it is in favor of; 
and when they shall have acted upon it and per- 
fected the bill, they can report it back. It is in- 
| possible to perfect this bill in the House; and 
_ therefore, for the purpose of enabling the Hous 
to perfect it before passing it, I move that the 
_ bill be referred to the Committee of the W hole on 
|| the state of the Union. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. In order to secure 
|| the action of this body upon this bill, and in order 
|| that ajl may have an opportunity of investigating 
it and proposing amendments, if it will meet the 
approbation of the House, I propose that the bill 
i be committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union, and made the special order 
_ for such time as may suit the convenience of its 
friends. 
|| Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to its being mate 
| a special order. 

Mr. JONES. Then, as the motion is regularly 
connected with the subject before the House, | 
| will move to suspend the rules for the purpose of 
| making it a special order. 
| Mr. CLINGMAN. [ demand the yeas and 
nays upon the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. JONES. I will submit to the gentleman 
from North Carolina, whether it is not better 
for those who are opposed to this bill to have 
|| committed to the Committee of the Whole on the 
|| state of the Union, where we can all investigal® 
it and at least propose amendments to it, than (° 
| have it brought up here in the House, where the 
previous question may be sprung upon it at any 
| moment, and all motions to amend cut off? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I am opposed to making 
it a special order, and therefore I object. 1 am 1! 
favor of having the bill committed. ; 

Mr. JONES. You cannot get at the motion 
commit, because the motion to postpone to a day 
certain, which is pending, cuts off the motion ‘ 
| commit. 
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Mr. CLINGMAN. 


objection. 


Mr. CARLILE. I desire to inquire of the gen- | 


tleman from New York if he is willing that this 
pill shall go to the Committee of the W hole on the 
state of the Union, and be made a special order? 
' Mr. PELTON. I am perfectly willing that 
the bill shall take that course, as suggested by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones.] 

Mr. ORR. I have no objection at all to the 
syezestion of the honorable gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, though, as a general rule, I am opposed 
to special orders; but in the present instance, 
rather than have so important a bill passed in the 
House without investigation, I am willing to 
forego my usual objection to special orders, and 
allow this bill to be made the special order for 
the fourth Monday in May, or the third Tuesday 
of June. 

A Memser. Say the first Tuesday in June. 

Mr. ORR. I apprehend that members will be 
rather scarce here about the first of June. [Laugh- 
ter.] I do not think the proposition can be en- 
tertained unless it be by a motion to suspend the 
rules to make a special order. I will move to 
commit the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the State of the Union; and then those gentle- 
men who are in favor of making it a special order 
may move a resolution to that effect. [ move to 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the State of the Union, and ask the previous 
question, _ fea 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Will not the 
gentleman from South Carolina move to suspend 
the rules for the purpose of making the billa 
special order, as suggested by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, and then the bill may be committed ? 

Mr. JONES. My object in proposing that the 
bill should be made a special order was, to get it 
into committee, where it can be investigated, and 
where propositions to amend can be made; and 
seeing that there was no probability that such an 
investigation could be had otherwise, I was willing 
that it should be made such special order, and 
thus insure the action of the committee upon it, 
and secure the support of the friends of the bill to 
a motion to commit. 

Mr. HAVEN. Ido not care how much gen- 
tlemen snarl up this matter, but when we come 


to the point I want a vote simply upon a motion 
to commit. 


The SPEAKER. The motion to postpone has 
precedence. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Gentlemen who have 
addressed the House upon this subject seem to 
have different views as to the proper direction of 
the bill, in order to secure the action of the House 
upon it. Some gentlemen desire that it shall be 
postponed, others that it shall be made a special 
order, so that it shall come up in Committee of 
the Whole. I propose to accomplish the same 
object—that is, the immediate action of the House; 
and for that purpose, if it be in order, I move to 
lay the bill upon the table. I wish to get clear 
of the matter entirely. I make that motion, and 
call for the yeas and nays upon it. 

Several Members. Withdraw the motion. 

Mr.GREENWOOD. At the suggestion of 
gentlemen around me, who I know are opposed 


— bill, I withdraw the motion to lay upon the 
table. 


Mr. MeMULLIN. 
before the House ? 

The SPEAKER. It is on the motion of the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Petron] to post- 


pone the further consideration of the bill until the 
third Tuesday of May. 


Mr. McMULLIN. If it be in order, 1 move 
to lay that motion on the table. 


What is the question 


The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 


Mr. McMULLIN. Then I hope the motion 
to postpone will be voted down. 

{r. PELTON. I am perfectly willing to with- 
draw my motion, if I can be assured that the 
House will consent to the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee that the bill shall go to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state o 


Tuesday of May. 
Mr. ORR. If the gentleman withdraws his 
motion I will then demand the previous question. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I object for one. There 
can be no such arrangement made. 
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I prefer to adhere to my !! are, perhaps, as deeply interested in the action 
| 


the | 
Union, and be made the special order for the third | 








| of this body upon this bill as those of any other 
gentleman in this House, I feel that I ought not 
to allow their interest to be jeoparded by a too 
hasty action upon the part of the House. Iam, 
therefore, in favor of a postponement. And I am 
in favor of it for other reasons, especially for the 
purpose of obtain¢g information in respect to the 
merits of the bill and of the condition of the 
claims. Representing a commercial district in the 
city of New York, whose interests are probably 
involved in the return of duties provided for in 
this bill more deeply than those of any other dis- 
trict of the United States, this bill has been re- 
ported without the slightest intimation to me, and, 
as far as I can learn, without consultation with 
any other gentleman from that city, every one of 
whom has acenstituency interested in its merits, 
Myself and others desire to obtain a clearer view 
of the subject. 

The bill, wpon its face, appears to involve a 
local interest, but I wish to learn whether that 
local interest is complete. The principle set forth 
I hold to be just, but if the interests involved have 
been farmed out to parties who are to receive a 
quid pro quo for forcing its passage—if those 
interests have been converted into a mere specu- 
lation—I stand ready to vote against the bill. I 
will not lend myself to any transaction of this 
nature, nor by my vote encourage such schemes 
upon the public Treasury. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [am reluctant to makea 
ooint of order upon the gentleman from New 
Vork. but I think his remarks are not in order. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rules the gentle- 
man must confine his remarks to the quesuon of 
postponement. 

Mr. WHITNEY. Lintend to doso. Ishall 
favor the motion to postpone for the reasons which 
I have stated. I have some ground to believe that 
my constituents are not as directly interested as 
the face of the bill would purport. If I find that 
such is the fact, I shall not vote for the bill; but, 
sir, if the interests embraced are legitimately the 
interests of my constituents, I shall feel it to be 
my bounden an to sustain those interests, and 
vote for these appropriations, or, rather, for this 
bill in anticipation of appropriations. That is 
all I have to say. 

Mr. ORR. What is the pending question ? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to postpone. 
If the motion to postpone be negatived, then the 
question recurs on the motion to refer the biil to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. ORR. If there be a call for the previous 
question, will the House be brought to a vote 
without debate on the motion to postpone ? 

The SPEAKER. The call for the previous 
question will cut off the motion to postpone, and 
bring the House to a vote on the bill. The mo- 
tion to commit has not been received. 

Mr. ORR. I will not call for the previous 
question. If, however, debate cannot be stopped, 
1 shall feel under the necessity of demanding it. 

The House was dividing on the motion to post- 
pone, when 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, demanded tel- 
lers. 

«Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. PHELPS called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. STANTON. Is it not in order for the 
|| gentleman from New York so to modify his mo- 
| tlon as to commit the bill to the Committee of 

the Whole on the state of the Union,and have its 
consideration postponed till the third Tuesday in 
| May next? 

The SPEAKER. It was perfectly in order; 
but the gentleman declined to make that modifi- 
cation; and now, while the vote is being taken, it 

| is not in order. 


‘|| Mr. STANTON. 





I am willing to have the 
| bill postponed and committed, provided I can 
| have the assurance that it will be considered at 
| 
| 


some time during this session. 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
Mr. PELTON. If it be in order for me to 
make the modification suggested by the gentle- 
|, man from Ohio, I will do so. 
|| The SPEAKER. It is not in order, unless by 
|| unanimous consent. 
| Mr. KEITT. And I object. 
Y Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Speaker, as I understand 


Mr. WHITNEY. As one whose constituents || that some gentlemen are in favor of the motion 
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to postpone to a day certain from an apprehen- 
sion that, if the bill is referred to the Committee 


tof the Whole on the state of the Union, it can- 


not be reached, [ desire to ask the Chair, and the 
answer will be a reply to an inquiry just ad- 
dressed to him by the gentleman from Ohio, 
whether, when the bill has been committed, and 
the House has resolved itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, it will 
not be in order for a bare majority of the Com- 
mittee to postpone all bills before this one on the 
Calendar and proceed to its consideration ? 

The SPEAK ER. It is impossible for the 
Chair to anticipate what will be the judgment 
of the committee on the order of its own busi- 
ness, 

Mr. MILLSON. Willit not be competent for 
a majority of the committee, if the bill be referred 
to it, to take it up at any time? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot answer 
the question. The committee has the disposition 
of its own business. 

Mr. HAVEN. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the motion to postpone. F 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have 
been demanded by the gentleman from Missouri. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ORR. If the previous question be de- 
manded and sustained, will not the effect be to 
cut off the motion to postpone? 

The SPEAKER. It would cut off the motion 
to postpone, and bring the House toa direct vote 
on the bill. 


Mr. ORR. Would it also cut off the motion 


; to commit, 


The SPEAKER. ‘The motion to commit has 
not been received. Under the rules a motion to 
postpone has precedence of a motion to commit. 

Mr. ORR. That is true; but is not the motion 
to commit entertained to be voted on in the event 
of the motion to postpone being rejected ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated that the 
motion to postpone was the first motion; and if 
that be negatived, then the question recurs on 
the motion to commit. If the previous question 
be demanded and sustained, the motion to post- 
pone will be cut off. The motion to commit not 
veing received will also be cut off. If the pre- 
vious question cuts off a motion made and re- 
ceived, it will certainly cut off a motion not re- 
ceived. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 40, nays 117; as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Albright, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Broom, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, 
Cragin, Timothy Davis, Denver, Dickson, Dodd, Eustis, 
Flagler, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Harrison, 
Herbert, Holloway, Mace, Matteson, Millward, Morgan, 
Andrew Oliver, Pelton, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, 
Simmons, Stranahan, Thorington, Tyson, Wakeman, Wal 
bridge, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, and Whit 
ney—40. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barclay, Barksdale, Hendley 8. 
Bennett, Billinghurst, Bocock, Bowie, Boyee, Branch, 
Brenton, Buffinton, Burnett, John P. Campbell, Carlile, 
Ezra Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Covode, Cox, Crawiord, Damrell, Davidson, H. Win 
ter Davis, Dean, Dowdell, Edmundson, Evans, Gilbert, 
Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Harlan, J. Mor- 
rison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Hoffman, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Hughsion, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, 
Kidwell, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, 
Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 
S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeCarty, McMullin, McQueen, 
Meacham, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, Mornil, 
Mott, Nichols, Orr, Paine, Parker, Peck, Perry, Phelps, 
Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Richard 
son, Ritchie, Rivers, Roberts, Ruffin, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, 
Savage, Scott, Seward, Shorter, William KR. Smith, Sneed, 
Spinner, Stanton, Swope, Talbott, Thurston, Todd, Vail, 
Valk, Wade, Waldron, Walker, Warner, Watson, Welch, 
Wells, Wheeler, Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, 
John V. Wright, and Zollicoffe;—117. 

So the House refused to postpone the bill to a 
day certain. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. FLORENCE (when his name was called) 
said: Mr. Speaker, I have paired off with my 
' colleague, Mr. Kunket, on more important ques- 
tions than the one now under consideration; but 
as this seems to assume the position of a party 
division, I conclude that I cannot conscientiously 
vote upon it. I desire to make this explanation 
why, being in the House, my vote is not on the 
record. As my vote can make no difference in 
the result, this is a matter of no consequence to 

\| ~~ other than myself. I decline to vote. 
|| Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by 
|| which the House refused to postpone the bill to 
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a day certain; and also moved that that motion || believe that it will receive the unanimous consent 


be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to, _ 
‘The question recurred on the motion to refer 


the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the | 


state of the Union 

Mr. ORR. I call for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and being put, 
the bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ORR moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the regular order of business ? 

The SPEAKER. The call on the standing 
committees for reports. 

ST. LOUIS AND IRON MOUNTAIN RAILROAD. 

Mr. KENNETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask 
the indulgence of the House to suspend the ruics 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union may be discharged from the further 
consideration of House bill granting the right of 
way to the St. Louis and lron Mountain Rail- 
road Company through some public grounds 
below that city, and that it be taken up and 
passed. I have in my possession letters from the 
president and other officers of that company 
which, if read, will, I am sure, satisfy the House 
that the proposition I make ought to be adopted. 

Mr. MA’ "‘TESON. I demand the yeas and 
nays on the motion to suspend the rules. 

‘The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I demand 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and. Messrs. Wasu- 
BURNE, Of Illinois, and CapwaLApeR were ap- 
pointed. 

‘The question was put; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 71, noes not counted. 

So the motion to suspend the rules was not 
agreed to, two thirds of a quorum not voting 
therefor. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 


What is 


Mr. Dickiys, their Secretary, announcing that | 


the Senate had passed the ‘following bills; in 
which he was directed to ask the concurrence of 
the House: 

A bill to incorporate an insurance company in 
the city of Washington; 

A bill to incorporate the St. Thomas Literary 
Society in the District of Columbia; 

A bill for the benefit of public schools in the 
city of Washington; 

A bill for the relief of George P. Marsh; and 

A bill for the relief of Hannah F. Niles; 


Also, that the Senate disagree to the amend- | 


ments of the House to the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill of the House (H. R. No. 68) 
to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for 
the service of the fiscal year ending 30th June, 


1856, and insist upon the amendments of the Sen- | 


ate to the said bill disagreed to by the House, and | 


ask a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon. 


CIRCUIT COURT IN CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. H. MARSHALL. I hold in my handa 


bill which has passed the Senate, and which has 


been passed upon by the Committee on the Judi- | 


ciary of this 
cutitled ** An aet to establish a circuit court of 


douse, to alter and amend an act ! 


the United States in, and for the State of Cali- | 


fornia,’’ approved March 3, 1855. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House that the bill be 
considered at this time, and put upon its passage. 


L do so because the judge of that court is here, || 
and is very desirous to return to California in | 


order to hold his court. 
vide for the expenditure of a single dollar of 
money. Its object is merely to regulate the time 
of holding the terms of the court, and to provide 
for the transfer thereto of certain cases from the 


The bill does not pro- | 


district court, whieh district court was deprived | 


of jurisdiction to try them. 

‘The bill was read in exlenso. 

Mr. QUITMAN. My attention, Mr. Speak - 
er, has been accidentally drawn to this bill I 


| 


of the House. The only object of pressing its 
consideration now is that there are many claims 
—as I am informed—separated in the district 
courts. <A similar bill was introduced at the last 
session of Congress, but Congress had not time 
to pass it. The principal object of the bill is to 
transfer cases from the district courts to the circuit 
courts—an addition to the former act on this sub- 
ject. I think, therefore, that the bill ought to be 
allowed to pass. 

Mr. MATTESON. lIobject. It seems to me 
that this bill contains too many provisions, and 
that there is too much of it to be considered and 
put upon its passage without reference. 

The SPEAKER. It has been referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. HL. MARSHALL. I hope the gentleman 
from New York wili withdraw his objection for 
the reason that the bill has passed the Senate, 
passed the Judiciary Committee of the House, 
after a close examination, and meets the sanction 
of the gentlemen who represent California. The 
bill does not appropriate one dollar of money; 
and the point stated by the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia I will make more explicit by this state- 
ment. In the last Congress you created the circuit 
court in California, and you then reduced the 
jurisdiction of the district courts to the ordinary 
jurisdiction of district courts. They had there- 
tofore held the powers of circuit courts, and you 
did not make any provision, when you reduced 
that jurisdiction, to change the jurisdiction of 
the circuit court. As your laws now stand there 
you have a district court without jurisdiction of 
the cases on its own docket, and chat is the cry- 
ing evil which it is intended to remedy by this 
bill. Itdoes not refer to anything else except 
the terms of the courts and the organization of 
the judge’s dockets. There is nothing in it but 
that, and no one is in any way interested in it 
except the — of California. 

Mr. MATTESON. Itseems to me, from the 
remarks made by the gentleman himself, that 
this bill contains too many provisions to be put 
upon its passage without reference to aCommittee 
ofthe Whole. If it be in order, I move to refer 
it to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 
at this time, inasmuch as the bill has not yet been 
received. If the gentleman withdraws his objec- 
tion, that motion will be in order. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 1 move to suspend the 
rules, so that the bill may be reported. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to, two thirds voting therefor. Sotherules 
were suspended, and the bill was reported. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I nowask that the amend- 
ments reported be read. 

The first amendment reported by the commit- 
tee, was agreed to as follows: Second section, 
line eleven, after the word ‘‘district,’’ insert 


|| ** while sitting as a circuit court.”’ 


The question was then taken on the second 
amendment, as follows: ‘Strike out the whole 
of the fifth section of the bill;’’ and it was agreed 
to. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I would just remark to 
the House, that, after full discussion iv the Judi- 
ciary Committee, that arrangement was made in 
order that the bill might not be embarrassed. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time, and was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. MORGAN called for the yeas and nays 
On its passage. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
of the previous question the bill was passed. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 


CLEVELAND CUSTOM-HOUSE. 
Mr. WADE asked unanimous consent to offer 
, the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged trom the further consideration 
of the jomt resolution of the House, No. 12, and that the 


|! House do now proceed to consider the same. 
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Mr. LETCHER. What does it relate to? 
Mr. WADE. Itis for enlarging the custom. 
| house at Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, F object to that. 

Mr. WADE moved to suspend the rules to en- 
able him to introduce the resolution. 

‘The title of the joint resolution was reported 
as follows: 

A joint resolution for enlarging the custom. 
house, post office, and court-house at Cleveland 
Ohio. : 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask t, 
have a letter of the Secretary of the Treasury 

| read. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object; and call for th, 

/yeas and nays upon the motion to suspend the 
rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the House do 

| now adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
suspend the rules; and being taken, it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 45; as follows: 

| YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Henry Bennett, Hendley g 
| Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Biss 
| Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Lewis p, 
| Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Covode, Cox, Cragin 
| Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Dayjs 
Dean, Dickson, Dodd, Eustis, Evans, Flagler, Florence 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, Greenwood, Harlan 
J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, Holloway 
Hughston, Jewett, Kelsey, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter 
| Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Mijj 
ward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Par 
ker, Peck, Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance 
Quitman, Ritchie, Robbins, Robison, Sabin, Sapp, Sco 
Seward, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Swope 
Thorington, Todd, Trafton, Vail, Valk, Wade, Wakeman 
Walbridge, Waldron, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash. 
burn, Watson, Welch, Wells, Whitney, Woodruff, Wood. 
| worth, and Zollicotfer—96. 

| NAYS— Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bocock, Boyce, 
Branch, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, Carlile, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Crawford, Davidson, Dow- 
dell, Edmundson, Goode, Grow, Augustus Hall, Sampson 
| W. Harris, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kid 
well, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, McMullin, 
McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Orr, Phelps, Puryear, 
Reade, Ready, Ruffin, Sandidge, Shorter, Sneed, Talbott, 
| Thurston, 'Trippe, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, and Jobn 
V. Wright—45. 

So the rules were suspended—two thirds hav- 
ing voted in favor thereof; and the joint resolu- 
| tion was taken up for consideration. 

The resolution was read. 

It authorizes the extension of the building for 
a custom-house, post office, and court rooms at 
Cleveland not to exceed twenty-five feet, and 
makes an appropriation of $30,000, or so much 
| thereof as may be needed for that purpose. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to know of the 
gentleman from Ohio, if it is his purpose to have 
the Committee of the Whole discharged from the 
further consideration of this bill, and to have it 
put upon its passage under the gag of the previ- 

| ous question? 

The SPEAKER. The House has ordered the 
Committee of the Whole to be discharged from 
its further consideration, and it is now before the 
House. 

Mr. McMULLIN. [ desire to be informed 
by the Chair, whether this is not a violation of 
the rule of the House requiring bills making 
appropriations to be first considered in the Com 
mitiee of the Whole on the’ state of the Union’ 
| The SPEAKER. The House has suspende¢ 
| its rules. 

Mr. WADE. I call for the previous questior 

| on the engrossment of the resolution. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demandec 

| tellers on the second. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. StTRANAHAN 
and WinsLow were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers report 
ed—ayes 72, noes 16; no quorum voting. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. | move that the House 
do now adjourn, 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I desire to ask the 
Chair what will be the condition of this resolu- 
tion if the House now adjourns? 

The SPEAKER. The House having sus 
pended its rules for the purpose of considering 
the resolution, it will come up as the first business 
in order. 


SURVEY OF THE OH10 RIVER. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. I hope the motion 
to adjourn will be withdrawn, The gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Kwrent] has been 
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ndeavoring for several days to get the floor, || 


and have introduced a resolution for reference. 

He is about to leave the city, and the courtesy he 

wcks is one that ought to be extended to him. 

~ Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Let the resolution be 

road for information. —_ 

' There was no objection; and Mr Kwicut’s 

resolution was read by the Clerk, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be, and are 

t instructed to inquire into the expediency of a sci- 


herevy as 

sie 4 xamination and instrumental survey of the Ohio 
ver, by the United States engineers, or other commission, 
in behalf and at the expense of the United States, (except 

tthe falls of the said river, where surveys have already 
hoon made by the United States,) so as to enable such en- 
F neers, or commMissiON, to report fully upon the feasibility, 
commercial utility, and estimated cost of the constructing 
of adam and lock navigation on said river, suited to the 
trade and travel upon the saine, through the entire length 
between the city of Pittsburg and the mouth thereof, near 
Cairo. And also of the feasibility, and comparatiye com- 
mercial utility, and estimated cost of improving the naviga- 
tionot the said river, to the extent aforesaid, without dams 
and locks in the channel, (except at the falls aforesaid,) by 
the method of a supply of water, when necessary, from 
reservoirs, as proposed by Charles Ellet, Jr., civil engineer, 
in amemoir published by the Smitusonian Institution. The 
navigation, in either case, to be such, at all times, as to ac- 
eommodate steainboats drawing five feet of water at the 
least; and otherwise suited to the wants of the trade and 
travel to pass upon that river. The said engineers or com- 
mission, also to investigate, at the same time, and report the 
least height in the clear above low-water mark, for all 
bridges hereafter to be erected over the said river; and the 
least breadth of water-way between the adjacent piers of 
such bridges in the channel, orin that part of it where the 
navigation will be most concentrated; and that the said com- 
inittee have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I object to the resolution. 

Mr. COBB. Then I insist on the motion to 
adjourn. 

Mr. KNIGHT. I hope the House will vote 
down the motion to adjourn, in order that I may 
move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. COBB. If the House refuse to adjourn to 
enable the gentleman to move a suspension of the 
rules to introduce his proposition, | would sug- 
gest that the motion would not be in order, for 
the reason that the House is acting under a sus- 
pension of the rules. If the motion to adjourn be 
voted down, the question will recur on the busi- 
ness pending before the House. I have no objec- 
tion to the gentleman’s resolution, but we cannot 
reach what he desires in the manner suggested. 

The SPEAKER. Inasmuch as the House is 
acting under a suspension of the rules, the gen- 
tleman could introduce his resolution only by 
unanimous consent. Is there objection to the 
resolution? 

Mr. RUFFIN. I object to it. 
quorum present, and 
until there is a quorum. 

Mr. LETCHER. I demand tellers on the 
motion to adjourn. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
Matteson were appointed. 

The question was put; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 47, noes 51; no quorum voting. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I demand the yeas 
and nays on the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that there 
be a call of the House. There is no quorum 
present. 

The SPEAKER. The motion that there be a 
call of the House cannot be entertained pending 
a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. COBB. I withdraw the demand for the 
yeas and nays. 


There is nota 


RUFFIN and 


" The SPEAKER. The tellers report—ayes 47, | 


noes 51. So the House refuses to adjourn. 
Mr. JONES. I move that there be a call of the 
House. 


Mr. COBB. 
how adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
half past three o’clock, p. m.) the House ad- 


And I move thet the House do 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, April 29, 1856. 


Prayer by Rev. Danret Watpo, Chaplain of | 


the House of Representatives. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


eo mn, . 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of | 


the Treasury, in answer toa resolution asking 
for his opinion as to whether the building con- 


object to any business | 


house, post office, and United States court rooms, 
was sufficiently large to accomplish the objects 
designed by its erection; which, on motion of Mr. 
WELLER, was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of citi- 


zens of Boston, Massachusetts, praying for the 
aaa of measures for the protection of Cape 
Cod harbor; which was referred to the Committee 


on Commerce. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Maine, requesting the Senaiors and 
Representatives of that State in Congress to op- 
pose the further extension of the patent granted 
to William Woodworth fora planing machine; 
which were ordered to lie upon the table, and be 
printed. 

Mr. FOSTER presented a memorial of Philo 
S. Shelton and his associates, enzaved in the 
guano trade, praying indemnity for losses 
tained in consequence of the action of the Gov- 
ernment of Venezuela, and that they may be con- 
firmed in their title to a certain island in the 
Caribbean sea, called Shelton’s Isle: which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreicn Relations. 

Mr. STUART presented a petition of inhab- 
itants of Michigan, for the establishment of a mail 
route between Sebastopol and Newaga, in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Cutiom, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House of Representatives had 
passed the bill of the Senate (S. No. 33) to alter 
and amend an actentitled ** An act to establish a 
circuit court of the United States in and for the 
State of California,’’ approved March 3d, 1852; 

| with amendments; in which they requested the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

Alsothat the President of the United States, on 
the 23d instant, approved and signed the follow- 
ing acts and joint resolution: 

H. R. No. 69: An act to make appropriations 
for the support of the Military Academy for the 
year ending the 30th June, 1857. 

H. R. No. 78: An act to change the times of 
holding the United States courts for the southern 
district of Illinois. 

H. R. No. 129: Anu act to repeal part of an act 
entitled ** An act to provide for the safe-keeping 
of the acts, records, and seal of the United States, 
and for other purposes. 

H. R. No. 258: An act to authorize the issue 
of a register to the brig Echo, of Boston. 

H. R. No. 279: An act for the relief of Mary 
E. Tillman. 

H.R. No. 280: An act to continue half-pay to 
Mrs. Lewright Browning, for the further time of 
five years. | 

J. R. No. 5: A joint resolution relating to the 
public lands appertaining to the Springfield and 
Harper’s Ferry armorics,and the North Carolina 
arsenal. 


sus- 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion of Mr. SUMNER, it was 
Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the petition 
| and papers of Lucretia Barton. 
On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Richard W. Meade, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, it was 


Ordered, That Whitemarsh B. Seabrook and Joseph 
Whaley have leave to withdraw their petitions and papers. 


FREMONT’S CALIFORNIA BATTALION. 
Mr. WELLER submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 

| communicate to the Senate the final report made by the late 

board of Army officers upon the claims presented to them 

under authority of the sixth section of the act of August 31, 

1852, for funds advanced, and subsistence and supplies 

furnished or taken, for the use of Frémont’s California Bat- 
talion in 1846. 


CAPE COD HARBOR. 
Mr. SUMNER submitted the following reso- 


sent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
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lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
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| structed at Milwaukie, Wisconsin. for a custom- | t@ consider the expediency of an additional appropriation 


for the protechon oi Ca 
across the 


pe Cod barbor, by busidiag a dike 
river called East Harbor. 


LAKE COMMERCE. 
Mr. DODGE offered the following resolution: 
Ww hi “h Was ¢ onsidere d by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 


communicate to the Senate the reports iately made by Lieu- 
tenant Coloac! J. D. Graham, relating to the harbors and 
‘ormnmeree of the lakes and rivers within the States of Mich 
igan and Wisconsin. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. STU 


sentol 


RT asked, and by unanimous con- 
bill (S. No. 272,) 
iushment of certain crimes 
in mentioned; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
clary. 
Mr. MALLORY asked, and by 
consent obtained, leave to introduce 
No. 273) to issue a res 


Bird; which was read 


tamed, leave to bring in a 
to provide for the pu 


ther 


unanimous 

a bill (S. 
he bark Tropic 
. and iC- 


ster to 1 

twice by ts tik 

fe rre d to the Committee on Comme ree. 
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public 

sands, to whom were referred the bill in relation 
to the five percentum of the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands in the State of lowa, and the 
bill to settle certain accounts between the United 
States and the State of Mississippi, reported them 
with amendments. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill to provide for the payment 
to the State of Missouri of two percentum of the 
net proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
therein, heretofore reserved under a compact with 
said State, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads,to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 266), authorizing the erection of a 
post office and United States court-room in the 
city of Madison, State of Wisconsin, asked to 
be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary; Which was agreed to. 

MARCY’S EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Lam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing to report the following resolu- 
tion: ; 

Resolved, That there be printed and bound for the use of 
the Senate ten thousand extra copies, in addition to the 
regular number, of the report of the exploration of the sources 
of the Brasosand Big Wachita rivers, in 1854, by Captain R. 
B. Marcy, together with the maps and plates necessary to 
illustrate the same. 

I have the estimate of the Superintendent of 
Printing, showing that the whole cost will be 
$3,293. Lask for its consideration now. 

Mr. WELLER. How many cupies are pro- 
pose d to be printe d? 

Mr. JOHNSON. 

Mr. WELLER. At what cost? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Three thousand two hun- 
dred and ninety-three dollars. The estimate of 
the Superintendent is that for the regular number 
—fourteen hundred copies. The composition and 
press-work will cost $118 38; the paper, $60 90; 
the maps and plates, $361 76; the insertion of the 
maps and plates, $2 12; making the total cost of 
fourteen hundred copies, $543 16. Each addi- 
tional thousand will cost $150; and the binding 
of each volume twelve and a half cents. The 
whole cost of the rerular number, and tengthou- 
sand extra copies, will therefore be $3,293 16. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am willing to vote for print- 
ing the regular number—-one thousand four hun- 
dred copies; but I am not willing to vote for 
printing extra numbers of these documents for the 
purpose of distribution. 

Mr. JOHNSON. This report has been lying 
in the War Department for about two years. It 
is the report of an exploration of the country north 
of Texas and west of Arkansas, which 1s filled 
with wild Indian tribes. The country explored 
is a portion of this continent, within our own 
limits, concerning which we had no information 
whatever before the time when this exploration 
was made. The document was brought to the 

| Senate in consequence of a resolution offered by 
| some Stina’ forget who—on the other side 
of the Chamber. 

Mr. FOSTER. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 


Ten thousand. 


I called for it. 
The cost is small, and the 
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information is certainly very desirable. It is in 


repard to a region of country concerning which, || 


anterior to this exploration, we knew nothing | 


at all. ; ae 
I cordially concur with the objections of the 


Senator from Virginia to the system,of congres- 
sional book-making. If, however, we intend to 
print any reports of explorations, I prefer that 
we should print those which relate to a region 
within the limits of the United States, rather than 
the whole wide world outside of it. 

There is no exploration that has been ordered 
by Congress, in regard to which I have been 
more thoroughly satisfied that the work has been 
well performed. The facts developed by this ex- 
ploration have not been given to the public. The 
report is here now. The cost of printing it will 
be very little; but still my sympathy with the ob- 
jections of the Senator from Virginia, in regard 
to book-making and publishing, is so strong, that 
I shall not feel at all chagrined or disappointed 
if the Senate reject the resolution. I make the 
report as the committee have instructed me todo, 
and as we agreed upon it in the conscientious 
discharge of our duty to this body. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not mean to disparage 
the value of the report; I have no doubt that the 
Senator from Arkansas is right as to that point; 
but I think we accomplish all that can justly be 
required at our hands when we print the usual 
number. That will make this information access- 
ible. When we had a debate on this question 
on the deficiency bill—when there was a large 
appropriation proposed to pay for deficiencies in 
printing, | thought there was a general under- 
standing in the Senate, that for the future we 
should endeavor to cut off this book-making busi- 
ness. We must begin somewhere; and it seems 
to me that the best mode for us to regulate our con- 
duct in regard to this matter will be to print only 
the regular number, and not to print extra copies. 
It is the temptation to print these extra numbers 
for the purpose of circulating books which are 
eagerly sought after by the community, that has 
led to ourenormousexpenses for printing. Whilst 
] am free to admit, that this is as valuable as 
any other work, and probably more valuable than 
many books which we have printed, I think we 
ought to make a beginning somewhere, and we 
may as well make it here as anywhere else. I 
hope the resolution will not be passed. 

Mr. FOSTER. Lam certainly not desirous of 
debating this question, or of taking up the time 
of the Senate upon it; but I introduced the reso- 
lution calling on the War Department for this 
work, because, from the sources of information 
which I had, I was satisfied that the report was 
one which would be of great value if it could be 
circulated in the country. L believe so still, The 
Committee on Printing so report after the debate 
in the Senate the other day, when these questions 
of economy were certainly urged with great force ; 
and, in view of that debate, they recommend the 
publication of this exploration. 

Notwithstanding what has fallen from the hon- 
orable Senator from Virginia, | cannot but hope 
that the Senate will order the printing of the 
extra number. The printing of the usual number 
will be comparatively of very little service; in- 
deed, it will be almost thrown away, for they 
can go into but very few hands. The people of 
the country generally want the information; but, 
if only one thousand or fourteen hundred copies 
be priated, they, of course, will fall into the 
hands of but very few. I trust that the addi- 
tronal expense, which certainly is not large, will 


not be an obstacle to circulating this valuable in-| 


formation about our own country, and about a 
part of the countr 
plored—in order that it may go into the hands 
of those who are desirous of possessing it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. There is, perhaps, no prop- 
osition of this nature to which I would more 
reluctantly apply the test of constitutionality to 


not known—not before ex- | 


which I referred the other day, than to that which | 


hae now arisen in the Senate. The region of 
country in which Marcy’s exploration took place 


is undoubtedly an unknown region; it is one in| 


relation to which we all need information; but, 
sir, it will be recollected by the Senate that I in- 
troduced a resolution some days ago, which was 


adopted, directing the Committee on Printing to | 


inquire into the expediency of reporting some 
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| any further number of copies of any document 


| 


than might be required by either House, in the 
exercise of its legislative duties, should only take 
place by virtue of some joint resolution or law 
passed by the two Houses, I believing that that 
is the only manner in which constituuonally we 
can appropriate money. 

lam aware, Mr. President, that the habit of 
passing resolutions in each body for the printing 
of documents for distribution, and of paying for 
that printing out of the contingent fund of each | 
body, has grown to be the settled practice of the 
Government; but the origin of it is not very far 
back; and I must confess that, after mature delib- 
eration upon the subject, [am utterly at a loss to 
conceive upon what ground the Senate of the | 
United States can undertake to appropriate the 
public money to print books for distribution 
through the country without the consent of the | 
other House. The Constitution requires all ap- 
propriations of the public money to be made ‘* by 
law;’’ it requires that both branches of Congress | 
shall concur in the appropriation, and that that | 
appropriation shall be approved by the President | 
of the United States. 

Iam aware that the appropriation of a con- 
tingent fund for each body is in strict conformity 
with the Constitution; but nothing can be a 
greater abuse than, under the pretext of appro- 
priating money for the contingent expenses of 
each House, to appropriate sums of money which 
are not expended for the use of the body itself, | 
but which are expended for other general and 
public purposes. [have no doubt of our right 
to expend money for printing anything which we 
require for our own use; but on what ground do 
we appropriate $3,000, any more than $3,000,000, 
for distributing books among the people of the 
United States? Where isthe limit? Upon what 
article of the Constitution do gentlemen base the 
right to appropriate money in this way? 

I simply throw out these suggestions for the 
consideration of members. I think the subject 
is well worthy of reflection. We ought to con- 
sider whence we derive the power to appropriate 
money out of the public Treasury of the country 
for the distribution of books. I can find it no- | 
where; and unless some gentleman will be kind | 
enough to point it out to me, as a matter of con- 
stitutional duty [| shall feel bound hereafter to 
vote against the printing of any number of vol- 
umes not required for the use of the members of 
the Senate, unless by a joint resolution of both 
branches of Congress. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I concurred with the 
honorable chairman of the Committee on Printing, 
[Mr. Jounson,] in reporting this resolution to the 
Senate in the shape in which it is presented. [ | 
am very glad, however, that the gentleman from | 
Virginia has raised the question of the propriety 


of printing extra numbers of documents. I think 


itis time that the Senate should settle whether 
they are resolved on publishing all explorations | 
that we have, or whether we shall only do it in 
rare and extreme cases, 

If there is a country about which our own 
people should know anything, it is that embraced 
inthis survey. [ was rather reluctant to move 


|| generally; and I believe that the 
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printing of what is called the usual number— 
fourteen hundred copies—will afford to each Sen. 
ator ony two or three copies under our System 
of distribution. That number will cost the Goy. 
ernment between five and six hundred dollars 
If, therefore, we publish any, 1 am in favor of 
publishing the whole number recommended be 
the committee, or none. ) 

I shall vote for the resolution as reported; byt 
so anxious am I to puta stop to this inordinate 
expenditure of the public money, that I concyy 
with my honorable colleague on the commit. 
tee (Mr. Jounson] in saying that I shall fee] y, 
regret if the Senate shall refuse to concur in oyy 
report. If they shall not concur in the report, | 
will vote against the publication of the fourteen 
hundred copies—the usual number—and shall 


| consider myself instructed by the Senate hereag. 


ter to report against all propositions of a kindred 
character. 

In relation to the constitutional question sub- 
mitted by my honorable friend from Louisiana. 
{[Mr. Bensamin,] I am free to say there is much 
involved in it. That question has not been dis. 
posed of by the committee, for the reason that one 
of our members is absent, and we deemed it best 
to let it rest until we hada full committee. At a 
proper time we shall take it upand come to some 
conclusion, and present it to the Senate. I trust 
the Senate will adopt the report as made, or will 
refuse to publish the usual number. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I desire to suggest to the 
Senate that it would hardly be proper, on a smal! 
matter like this, to consume the whole morning, 
I do not care, and I am certain that the entire 


| committee do not care, whether the publication be 


made or not. I do not wish to discuss now the 
abstract questions which have been raised. There 
are other matters of considerable importance 
pressing, and which should be disposed of; and a 
regard for them.should prevent us from indulg- 
ing ina general debate on this subject. I have 
one more report to make, on which, perhaps, de- 
bate will be more appropriate than on this. If 
it be the sentiment of the Senate to arrest this 
practice at once, no one will more cordially unite 
and concur in their action than myself. I trust, 
however, that we shall get a vote on the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to strike out of the 
resolution the words ‘ten thousand copies in 
addition to,’’ so that it will read, ‘‘ that there be 


| printed and bound for the use of the Senate, the 


| regular number of the report,’’ &c. 


I offer this 
amendment because I think that we ought now 
to establish the rule that whatever is necessary 
for our own information and our own use, we 
may justly print; but we ought not to print books 
for the purpose of circulation among the people 
will not lose 


by it if we establish this rule. There would be 


/ more books printed on private account, if less 


were done on the public account for gratuitous 
distribution. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. I should like to know 
of the honorable Senator from Virginia, what use 


| we can make of the information in connection 


in the matter until the return of my colleague || 


on the committee, knowing that he resided in 
the neighborhood of that region, and felt a deep 
interest in matters connected with it. Similar 
reports to this are being prepared; they are going 
on regularly; and until the Senate come to a 
solemn and deliberate determination as to what 


Printing will labor under embarrassment. 1 
know that much has been said on this general 
question; and I am fully acquainted with the posi- 
tion which the Senate assumed in reference to a 
much smaller appropriation than this. If it is to 
be the settled policy to refuse these appropria- 


| tions, it will relieve the committee of an onerous 
duty under which they have been laboring for || 


years past; we shall have no more calls for the 
reports of chese explorations; and the Senate 
will be rid of them, which is, perhaps, a ‘‘ con- 
summation devoutly to be wished.”’ 

I differ, however, with my honorable friend | 
from Virginia in reference to the publication of | 
what is called the usual number. Unless we | 
print the whole number recommended by the 
comimittee in this instance, I think it is safer and 


nteasure of legislation by which the right to print | more prudent to make no publication atall. The 


with our deliberations here? The report is on 
file inthe War Department, and can be referred 
to if it should be necessary to elicit information 
in regard to that country. It can be obtained at 
any future period, if it should become important. 
I shall vote against striking out, and I shall vote 
for the resolution as reported by the committee; 


t | but if I am required to vote on printing the usual 
should be done with them, the Committee on |! 


number, I shall vote against it. The information 


is in the War Department, and can be obtained 


|| Arkansas and Alabama say that the 


at any time. 
Mr. ADAMS. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on this amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. BROWN. I have no speech to make on 


| this question; I merely wish to say a word or 


two. I am very glad to hear my friends from 


fee] no 


| special interest in this matter, but intend to abide 


| 


i 


by the decision of the Senate. I should be ex- 
ceedingly reluctant to disoblige them or do any- 
thing which they might, as members of the Com- 
mittee on Printing, think reflected at all on their 
official conduct. For that reason, I am very glad 
that they are willing that the sense of the Senate 
shall be taken on this question as a test vote 
which is in some degree to govern us hereafter. 
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{ have long since come to the conclusion that | 


this whole book-making business by Congressis 
wrong—Wrong in every sense of the word. Igo 
further than the Senator from Louisiana. I do 


not believe that, even bya joint resolution of the 
two Houses, we have a right to publish these 
hooks. Why, sir, what do youdo? Y ou take 
money from a common [reasury, appropriate it 
to printing books, and then those books are given 
away to the private and particular friends of indi- 
vidual Senators. Hereisa proposition to print ten 
thousand volumes of this book. l believe we 
have nowabout two million five hundred thousand 
voters in the United States. The distribution of 
these volumes, then, will give one volume to each 
two hundred and fifty voters in the United States. 
One will receive the book and the remaining two 
hundred and forty-nine get nothing, though they 
contribute their proportion to the expenses of the 
publication. : 

This, sir, is an abuse. It has been carried to 
an enormous extent, and itis high time that it 
should be arrested. I am glad that at last we 
have reached a point where we can commence 
reform on this subject. Let us stop short in the 
whole book-making business. It 1s ruining indi- 
vidual Senators, as well as depleting the Treas- 
ury. When I came here this winter I found in 
my committee room twenty-five hundred vol- 
umes of books; I could scarcely get into the com- 
mittee room. They have been accumulating there 
the whole session, and I have not got rid of them; 
yet, of my sixty thousand constituents, I have 


not been able to supply more than one in every 


fifteen or twenty with a volume. Instead of being 
an advantage to me in a political point of view, it 
is an absolute disadvantage. In no sense of the 
word is it justifiable. I trust, therefore, that here 
at this point we shall commence reformation; and 
I return my thanks to the honorable Senator from 
Virginia for having raised the question. 

Mr. BAYARD. Until a resolution was pro- 
posed some days ago by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Louisiana, to which he has alluded, my 
attention was not turned to the question of con- 
stitutional power; but I am free to admit that I 
concur entirely in his views on that point. I can- 
not see under what provision of the Constitution, 
without gross abuse of the fund which is intrusted 
to us asa contingent fund, we can use the money 
so appropriated by Congress for any other pur- 
pose than the legitimate uses of the Senate— 
such as the printing of documents necessary for 
our own information to guide us in legislation. 
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of the Senate alone, of any documents other than 


| the usual number. 


Although I am opposed to the general system | 
x Py ) 


(which I think has gone too far) of printing doc- 
uments for distribution, yet, whenever a proper 
case is made out, when the work salon to be 
printed is of a character which the interest of the 
country, in our judgment, requires should be dis- 
seminated in that mode, and contains information 
which could not probably be disseminated in any 
other mode, I should have no objection to print- 
ing, by virtue of a joint resolution, acertain num- 
ber of copies for distribution by the Senate and 
House of Representatives. That would be legis- 
lation within the terms of the Constitution. 

But this resolution, as I read it, proposes to 
dey documents by order of the Senate of the 
Jnited States, for the purpose of distributior. It 
is called ten thousand extra copies ‘* for the use 
of the Senate;’’ but it is well understood that it is 


for the purpose of distribution, beyond the usual | 


number which is requisite for our own uses. 


This I do not conceive to be within the limits of 


our power, adhering to the true intent of the Con- 
stitution. Ifa joint resolution should be proposed, 
ordering the printing of ten thousand copies for 
distribution by the Senate, and as many as Con- 
gress see fit for distribution by the House, that 
would be a different question. 


If sucha propo- | 


sition were presented, placing the measure on its | 


true ground—that of distribution—it could be 
justified, if the work were of such a character as 
to authorize the passage of that law. I give no 
opinion now as to whether I should vote for it or 


not, for | know nothing ofthe merits of the work. | 


When the question comes from the Committee | 


on Printing under such a resolution, it would | 


afford a very good ground for investigation; but 
as this resolution stands, I consider it extra-con- 
stitutional to make such an order. In this, and 
in every other case hereafter, I shall feel com- 


Mr. HALE. I shall vote in favor of this 
amendment, for I have always been against this 
practice; though I should prefer to have some 
other book made the occasion for testing this 
question. I desire, however, to obtain some 
explanations in regard to the remarks of the 
Senator from Louisiana and the Senator from 
Delaware. 

I cannot see, any more than the Senator from 
Louisiana, any grant of power in the Constitu- 
tion to enable the Senate to vote this money; but 
I can see just as clearly written there, that the 
Senate has power to do it, as that the two Houses 
have the power. It is just as naked of authority 
in the one case as in the other; and I do not see 
how it is to be mended by putting the proposi- 
tion in the shape of a joint resolution. 

I am a little astonished, too, at this new light 
shining in upon us so beautifully this morning, 
when we have been in the dark so long. We 
have ordered the printing of ten thousand extra 
copies of the President’s message—not for the 
use of the Senate certainly, but for distribution 
amongst the We have ordered to be 
printed, [ do not know how many thousand copies 
of the Patent Office report—certainly not for 
own information, but for distribution amongst 
the people. We have been doing this with an 
increasing ratio ever since I have known any- 
thing about the Senate; and I believe that | have 


? 
yeopie. 


| fought almost alone—with one or two exceptions, 


whom I see—against this practice. I have uni- 
formly voted against these propositions when- 
ever the question has been raised on printing 
extra numbers of the Patent Office report, or 
extra numbers of any other documents; and I 
shall be compelled to vote against this proposi- 


| tion, though I confess that I do it with great 


reluctance, because | have an acquaintance with 


| the gentleman whose report it is; and I should 


|| be glad, if I could, to vote for it. 


But, sir, [ protest against making this invidious 


| distinction, and saying that the difficulty can be 


avoided by putting the proposition in the shape 
of a joint resolution. 1 should be obliged to those 
whose keen optics cannot discover the authority 


| for a resolution of either House to buy or publish 


| fers the power on the two Houses. 


books for distribution, if they would put their 
finger on the place in the Constitution which con- 
I think, sir, 
each will be found on a blank leaf. There is just 
as much power in the one case as in the other. 

Il am glad that this reform is to be inaugurated, 
but I do not wish it to be a half or a quarter re- 
form. Let it be general and total. I shall be glad 
to see it applied to the printing of the ten thou- 
sand extra copies of the President’s message, the 
one hundred thousand copies of the Patent Office 


| report, and to all those public documents which 


are printed, not for the use of the Senate, but for 
distribution amongst the people. It strikes me 
that, if the objection be a constitutional one, it 
applies to the whole of them. I shall vote against 


| this, and I shall vote against the others. 


Mr. BAYARD. I may be wrong; the Senator 
from New Hampshire may be perfectly right. 
There is nothing so common, however, as that a 


| constitutional objection should not be perceived 
| until the progress of an abuse becomes so great 


that we are led to a more minute investigation of 
the power. I think that occurs in the present case. 
The system of book-making has been carried so 


| far by the order of the separate Houses of Con- 


gress, that it has grown into an abuse, which has 
led to an investigation of the authority on the part 


| of my honorable friend from Louisiana, and I 


think he has arrived at the true conclusion. 
Now, sir, for the distinction: Neither House 
of Congress of its own act, under the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, can make appropri- 
ations of the public money; they must be made 
by a law passed by Congress with the approval 
of the Executive. I presume that will be con- 
ceded by the honorable Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. Congress does make an annual appropri- 
ation for the contingent expenses of each House; 
but unless you mean to abuse the appropriation 


/in a manner in which you would not suffer an 


administrative officer to abuse it, you cannot 


|make that appropriation except for the direct 


| purposes of the 


ouse for whose service it is 


pelled to vote against the publication, by an order \| appropriated as a contingent fund. Therefore, I 
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hold that neither body has the right to divert the 
contingent fund for the purpose of printing books 
for general distribution, which must be by the 
action of Congress as a legitimate subject for 
general legislation. 

Then, sir, as to the authority of Congress to 
do this. I think it is very plain that they have 
that authority if they chose to pass a law for the 
purpose, Congress undoubtedly has, as any 
other government would have, the right to collect 
such information as is necessary for the proper 
performance of its functions as a Government, 
whether in the shape of statistical returns con- 
nected with the census, or the enumeration ef the 
population, or an investigation of the unexplored 
territory of the Union, a knowledge of which we 
must have in order properly to legislate in refer- 
to it. We have aright to collect that in- 
formation beyond all question. Have we not, 
as incidental to the power of appropriation gen- 
erally of the funds of the Government, a right to 
diffuse the information so collected, if, in the judg- 
ment of Congress—the legislative power—it 1s 
expedient to do so? Have we not the right to 
disseminate it among our constituents? 

Sir, I hold the power to be clearly in both 
branches of Congress, to be exercised by the pas- 
sage of a law with the approval of the Executive. 
We may collect information which we deem 
useful, for the purposes of legislation, and which 
will tend to enlighten the minds of our constitu- 
ents—information which we deem ought to be 
thrown before them in greater or less quantity. 
Then, we have, as a Government, the legitimate 
power to make an appropriation directing, not 
only the printing and publication, but the mode 
of distribution of the works so printed. Enter- 
taining these opinions, | cannot doubt the power 
of Congress; but | do doubt, indeed I feel per- 
fectly clear in denying, the right of either branch 
separately to exercise such power as this resolu- 
tion implies. 

The yeas and nays being taken upon the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Hunter, resulted— 
yeas 35, nays 5; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of New 
Hampshire, Bell of ‘Tennessee, Benjamin, Biggs, Bright, 
Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Collamer, Crittenden, Durkee, 
Evans, Foot, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, Iverson, James, Jones 
ot Tennessee, Mallory, Pugh, Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, 
Trumbull, Wade, Weller, Wilson, Wright, and Yulee—34. 


NAYS — Massrs. Fitzpatrick, Foster, Johnson, Seward, 
and Sumner—5. 


ence 


So the amendment was agreed to. The reso- 


lution, as amended, was adopted. 
NEW FORTIFICATIONS. 

Mr. WELLER. I move that the Senate now 
take up the bill (8. No. 130) making appropria- 
tion for certain new fortifications. I shall not 
ask that a vote be taken on it to-day; but I move 
that the Senate take it up, with a view to enable 
the Senator from Maine [Mr. Hamuty] to pro- 
pose an amendment, and then, if the Senate 
choose, they may pass the bill over. He wishes 
to offer this amendment before leaving the city. 

Mr. HUNTER. I shall not object to taking 
up the bill to enable the Senator to offer an 
amendment, if it is then to be passed over; but I 
am not prepare d to vote on it to-day. 

Mr. WELLER. If the Senate are not pre- 
pared to vote, it can be passed over. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
consideration of the bill. On Thursday, March 
6, when the bill was last under consideration, the 
pending amendment was: 

For detenses for New Bedford and Fair 
chusetts, $150,000. 


Mr. WELLER. The pending amendment 
was moved on the recommendation of the Secre- 
tary of War. Ihave his letter recommending 
those works, and therefore I was authorized to 
present it. It may be acted on now in order to 
allow the Senator from Maine to present his 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to submit the follow- 
ing amendment: 


For fortifications at the entrance of Kennebec river, 
Maine, $100,000. 


Mr. HUNTER. 
now to go over. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I wish the question to be 
taken on that amendment. 


Haven, Massa 


I understand that the bill is 





\ 
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Mr. HUNTER. Ohno. : 

Mr. HAMLIN. I hope that the Senator will 
not interpose objection to the question being taken 
on my amendment, It is one which is very de- 
cidedly urged by the Secretary of War, and it is 
in accordance with his estimate. The matter was 
submitted to the Secretary of War, and he wrote 
a letter saying that it was a work of the first im- 
portance, and that it ought to have been long since 
done. The amendment was submitted to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and I was author- 
ized by every member of that committee to sub- 
mit it to the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 thought that the bill was 
taken up with the understanding that it was to 
be laid over. If we consider this amendment 
now, it opens up the whole debate on the ques- 
tion of fortifications. LI hope the whole subject 
will be laid over; I am not ready to vote on these 
questions now. 

Mr. WELLER. I hope the amendment will 
be incorporated in the bill. Afterwards, as a 
matter of course, it will be in order, when the bill 
shall be reported to the Senate, to move to strike 
out the amendment. My object was to accom- 
modate the Senator from Maine to get his amend- 
ment adopted, and then when the bill comes up 
for consideration the Senator from Virginia can 
move to strike out any part which may be ob- 
jectionable to him. , 

Mr. HUNTER. That will be after it has 
been adopted as in Committee of the Whole. If 
we are to consider the amendment, I should like 
to hear the recommendation, and we must go 
into the whole subject. 

Mr. WELLER. Will not my friend from 
Virginia take my word for it? I have seen the 
letter to which the Senator from Maine refers, 
and I know that the Secretary of War does 
speak of this work as one of the first importance. 
He recommends the appropriation. On that ree- 
ommendation the Committee on Military Affairs 
authorized the presentation of this amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. [do not doubt that there is 


such a recommendation; Ido not doubt the word | 


either of the Senator from California, or the Sen- 
ator from Maine; but I desire to hear it read. 
Mr.STUART. I understood that this was to 
be somewhat of an informal matter. At any 
rate, the bill is now under consideration as in 
Committee of the Whole; and if we agree to the 
amendment thus informally I should not con- 
sider myself bound to concur in it when the 
bill shall be reported to the Senate. At a sub- 
sequent day, when this bill shall be reported to 
the Senate, and the question shall arise on con- 
curring inthe amendments made as in the Com- 


mittee of the Whole, we can decide what to do; | 


but I think, in order toaccommodate the Senator | 
from Maine and the Senate, we might agree to | 


this amendment informally, and then postpone 
the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I hope that course will be 
taken; and as it is among the things possible that 
I may not be here when the vote shall be taken 
on concurring in the amendment, I ask of the 
Senate a few minutes to state some reasons which 
show the propriety and importance of this work. 


Kennebec river enters into the very heart of || 


Maine. It is navigable to her capital; and at her 
capital is the United States arsenal. The city 
of Augusta, the city of Bath, the city of Gardi- 
ner, and the city of Hallowell, are all upon the 
banks of that river, embracing some of the finest 
commercial towns in the State of Maine. 


The | 


district of Bath contains as much tonnage within | 
about ten thousand tons as the city of Baltimore. | 


The harbor at the mouth of the river is capacious 


enough to float the navies of the world, and is | 
accessible at all seasons of the year for all classes | 


of vessels, no matter how large. It is valuable as 
a harbor of refuge as well as to protect the com- 
merce of the towns of the State. The entrance at 
the mouth of this river is but about one hundred 
rods in width, with ten fathoms deep at low 
water, 

The Secretary of War, in recommending this 
work to the Senate for its consideration, briefly 
alludes to some of these facts. Upon the banks 
of that river, and upon the bays above its mouth, 
are some of the largest ship-yards in our country, 
where, in time of war, protected by a-fort at its 
mouth, a naval marine could be constructed with 
very great rapidity. Every Senator knows that 


j 
| 
| 
| 
| 


with our limited fields, and our limited labor, in 
a war we should need the ship-yards of Maine, 
for the purpose of converting the material there 
into naval vessels in time of war. It is cer- 
tainly one of the legitimate and appropriate ob- 


jects for an appropriation of this character. 


This fortification, therefore, is not only neces- 
sary for the protection of the Government works 
—the United States arsenal placed on that river— 
but for the protection of the most densely popu- 
lated part of the State of Maine, including its 


capital, and is necessary for the purpose of fur- | 


nishing a harbor for our commercial marine 
against a blockading squadron. It is necessary 
also for the purpose of protecting the magnificent 


ship-yards that line its borders, in time of actual 


war. 


It was my purpose to trespass on the Senate 


for a few minates in discussing this question, 
but Ido not purpose to delay the consideration 
of the special order assigned for this day. 
siated briefly the reasons for this appropriation, 


I have | 


and they are presented by the Secretary of War. | 
From Passamaquoddy to the Gulf of Mexico | 


you cannot find a single point as feasible, ina 
national point of view, for the protection of this 


Government by fortifications, as the one embraced | 


in this amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not wish to prejudge 
this case. It may be that when it comes to be 
explained I shall vote for it; but I ask if it be the 


best way of legislation to take up these bills and | 


legislate on them in parts inthis way? Had we 
not better lay aside the whole subject for the 
present? We can consider it as well when it 
again comes up as now. The Senator may be 
right or wrong—I do not know anything about 
itas yet. It seems to me, that it would be far 
better to lay the whole subject over until we can 
act on it properly. 

The PRESIDENT. 
a motion ? 

Mr. HUNTER. No, sir. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER. Now [have no objection to 
the bill going over. 

The PRESIDENT. The hour for the special 
order has arrived, and it will be taken up unless 
otherwise ordered, this bill being necessarily 
postponed, 


Does the Senator submit 


CIRCUIT COURT IN CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Before the special order is 
taken up, I appeal to the courtesy of the Senate 
to consider a bill which has been this morning 
returned from the House of Representatives, with 
amendments. The amendments consist of buta 


few words. The bill was passed for the purpose | 


of amending aa act of the last session, providing 
a circuit court for California. The business of 
that circuit is in confusion. The presiding judge 
of the circuit is here, and is about to leave for 
home. Ido not think it will take three minutes 


to satisfy the Senate of the propriety of the | 
amendments of the House, and of their concur- | 


ring in them, and having the bill passed. 

Mr. WELLER. 
cur in the amendments. 

The Senate proceeded, by unanimous consent, 
to consider the amendments of the House, which 
were in page 2, line thirteen, after the word ** dis- 
trict,’’ to insert the words ** when sitting as cir- 
cuit judge;’’ and to strike out the fifth section. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The fifth section of the 
bill, which has not met the approbation of the 
House, provided for cases of difference between 
the circuit and district judges in land claims. The 
delegation from California prefer that that pro- 


vision should be omitted. I suppose we can have | 


no objection to omitting it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I will state further that it 
leaves the law where it is now in that particular, 
without amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
crease the salary ? 

_Mr. BENJAMIN and Mr. TOOMBS. No, 
sir. 

The amendments of the House were concur- 
red in. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. By striking out the fifth 
section there will necessarily be a change made 
in the numeration of the subsequent sections. I 
suppose no motion is necessary for that purpose. 
The fifth section is now stricken out, and the 


Does this bill purpose to in- 


I hope the Senate will con- | 











HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


} 


| to a conversation which took place between the 


| He says, that so far from claiming any distine- 
| tion or preference for his conduct in the capture 


| which he took, and desires to distinguish between 


| this morning, I have read Mr. Houston’s speech, and notice 
|| three statements, in his remarks in relation to the San 


|| statements. 


| from memory,) so that lam much within bounds when I 


| delphia. 


| stated to be thirty-one minutes. No explanation is given in 


| stow hammocks, for signal lockers, &c. 


| sixth becomes the fifth, and the seventh the sixth, 


_ will be found in the Appendix. 


| brilliant affairs that any were engaged in on that 


/Commodore Porter bestowed his just applause 
,on Watson, and that he also gave him h 
| share, and that he is satisficd with that. All that 


A pril 29, 


podaeponaliinnaaedaaeeecaeie Se, 


and so on. 


The PRESIDENT. That change will be made 
as a matter of course. 


ARMY AND NAVY PENSIONS, 


Mr. CLAY. The Committee on Pensions, to 
whom were referred various memorials of widows 
of deceased officers of the Army, and also the 
petitions of seamen of the Navy, have had the 
same under consideration and have instructed me 
to report a general bill (S. No. 274) to correct the 
inequalities and want of uniformity in Army and 
Navy pensions. As it isa matter of some im. 
portance, I hope the Senate will soon take the bil} 
under consideration. 

The bill was read twice by its title and post- 
poned to, and made the special order for, this day 
week, at one o’clock. 


THE NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of Mr, 
Iverson’s resolutions for the appointment of q 
special committee to investigate the action of the 
late naval board. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, resumed and con- 
cluded the speech which he commenced yester- 
day in defense of Lieutenant M. F. Maury. It 


Mr. BUTLER. With the consent of my friend 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Biees,] who is en- 
titled to the floor, I desire to say a few words in 
the nature of a personal explanation, in reference 


Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Critrenpen] and 
myself the other day. It seems that I did not 
exactly understand Captain Stribling in one of 
the views which he intended to present to me. 


of Domingo, comparable with the action of Lieu- 
tenant Watson in the capture of Diaboleto, he 
does not consider them at all incomparison. He 
regards Lieutenant Watson’s as one of the most 


oceasion with the pirates. All that he intended 
to say was, as he has told me in the letter which 
I hold in my hand, that he claims simply the part 


the two—Domingoand Diaboleto. He says that 


is due 


I ask is, that the two letters which I now present 
may be taken as part of the statement of this 
gentleman: 
GeorGeTownN, D. C., March 31, 1856. 
My pear Sir: Since I had the pleasure of seeing you 


Jacinto, which I beg to correct, as [ cannot suppose the 
Senator intended to support his case against me by wrong 


1. He says the crew of the San Jacinto was more than 
three hundred men, and that the men sent on board at 
Philadelphia was an addition to her crew. The fact is, the 
complement of the San Jacinto is two hundred and forty- 
five, all told, including engineers, firemen, and coal-heavers. 
When she sailed from Philade!phia, she was more than 
twenty short of complement, (the number here given is 


say more than one fourth of the working men of the crew 
were received on board just before sailing from Phila- 


2. The time to get the after pivot-gun ready for action, is 





the speech as to the cause, and I am blamed for it. The 
following statement will, i think, explain this to the satis- 
faction ot the Senator. The San Jacinto is without bul- 
warks, and canvas screens are put up all round the ship 
instead. These screens, except about the bows and stern, 
are permanent, or rather have not to be removed when the 
ship is cleared for action. Forward, round the forecastle, 
the screens are secured to iron stanchions, whieh have to be 
removed before the bow pivot-gun can be cleared for action. 
Around the stern these stanchions are double, with screens 
inside and out; the space between the sereens is used to 
All have to be 
removed, before the after pivot-gun is ready for action. 
These stanchions, screens, &c., have to be removed care- 


| fully, so that they may be put up again, as is always done 
| after the exercise or action is over. 


If, however, an occa- 
sion should occur when it was necessary to clear ship {or 
action in the shortest time possible, this could be done In 
five minutes ; but it would be done by knocking down and 
clearing away with axes and crowbars all the seenehienns 
screens, &c., and throwing them overboard. They woul 
all afterwards have to be replaced, ata considerable expense, 
which could not be done by the mechanies of the ship. The 
remedy for this defect is to substitute bulwarks, as sug- 
gested by the inspecting officers. For all this | certainly 
Was not to blame. : 

3. IL have never acknowledged or admitted that I did not 
perform my duty, as the Senator states. My explanation to 
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. 

the Secretary will not, I think, bear such a construction ; | 
if it does, { did not intend it; for T now affirm that the San |) 
Jacinto was, in my Opinion, fit for any service, when she | 
arrived at New York. The report, made five days after, || 
does not, I believe, militate against this affirmation. 

I, of course, can say nothing about the Senator’s severe 
strictures upon my conduct in relation to the San Jacinto, 
or as a member of the late board. It is my misfortune, and 
{ say in all sincerity, that, if 1 Know anything of myself, 
[ have not deserved such treatment as I have received at 
the hands of the Senator from Texas. 

] leave my case in your hands, feeling confident that you 
will do what you believe to be just and proper. | 
[ have made a promise to be in Philadelphia to-morrow, 
which compels me to write instead of calling upon you. I 

expect to return by Saturday next. 

lam, my dear sir, with great respect, your obedient ser- 
vant, Cc. K. STRIBLING. 


To the Hon. A. P. BuTLer, United States Senate. 








CaPITOL, April 28, 1856. 

My pear Sir: Not finding you in the Judiciary room, I 
ake the liberty of writing to you. 

In the remarks of Mr. Crittenden the other day, he says 
I claimed the merit of the affair of Lieutenant Watson. | 
never set up sucha claim. I mistook the name of the pirate 
chief, calling the one who commanded the vessel captured 
by the barges under my command, Diaboleto, instead of 
Domingo. I never confounded the two transactions ; they 
were so entirely different in their results, that I could not 
well have done so. 

In your remarks I am still more unfortunate. In refer- 
ring to a conversation had with me, you say that I did not 
know but what I preferred my own to that of Lieutenant 
Watson. In that conversation, | spoke of the two pirate 
chiefs, and said that as Domingo was by Commodore Porter 
ealled the chief of the hordes of pirates, the mistake 1 
made in calling him Diaboleto could not be attributed to any 
improper motive, as the other was the chief of the pirates. 
From this, [ suppose, you made the mistake in saying that 
I considered my own affair equal to Watson’s, and that 
upon the whole I did not know but that I preferred it. 

I beg now to say that I never intended to compare the 
twotransactions. Watson’s was perhaps the most brilliant 
affair of the war against the pirates; my own was much 
less important. If you think the above of sufficient im- 
portance, I hope you [will] setthe matter right, as I do not | 


wish to be supposed capable of such vanity or misrepresent- || 


ation, as wouid be supposed from Mr. Crittenden’s and 
your remarks. 
" Lhope you will not forget my note to you about Mr. 
Houston’s mistakes in relation to the San Jacinto affair. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
C. K. STRIBLING. 
To the Hon. A. P. Butter, United States Senate. 


Mr. MALLORY. Iwas not here when the 
first assertion of the claim of Captain Stribling 
was alluded to by the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina. If 1 had been present then, my 
own recollection of the circumstances would have 
corrected it at once. It happened to be neces- 
sary for me at one time to look into this very 


transaction, and I recollect the circumstances || 


distinctly; and 1 can very well see how Captain 
Stribling might fall into the error into which he 
did fall. 

There was a celebrated pirate in 1821, named 
Domingo, on the coast of Cuba, who kept the 
coast, and American commerce particularly, in 
terror. Commodore Porter was dispatched to 
suppress piracy in those seas. While at the har- 
hor of vuaec in the United States ship Sea 
Gull, he was informed by the acting American 
consul that the American pilot boat, called The 
Pilot of Norfolk, had been captured by the armed 

I j 
barges of Domingo a few days before, and that 
they were committing depredations on the Amer- 
ican commerce off the port of Havana, by rob- 
bing American vessels and murdering their crews. 
He dispatched four barges in the pursuit. Two 
of them, under the command of Captain Stribling, 
went to the windward, and two to the leeward. 


‘The two barges that went to the leeward did not 


fall in with the pirate vessel, but the other barges 
under Captain Stribling fell in with her the same 
evening, only seven or eight days after Domingo 
had made the capture. They hauled their barges 
alongside, and captured her in a handsome man- 
ner,‘and the deed at the time excited a great deal 
of admiration among foreign merchants, particu- 
larly Americans, at Havana. 

Diaboleto was a mulatto man. That was not 
his name, buta cognomen given to him, signifying 
Little Devil, on account of the desperate charac- 
ter of his acts. The capture of Diaboleto by Mr. 
Watson was regarded as an exceedingly hand- 
some achievement. I do not now remember the 
number of men who were killed and wounded; 
but the statement read by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky the other day revived my recollection of 
the transaction. It was regarded at the time as 
a brilliant affair. The two actions were totally 
distinct. Captain Stribling was engaged in cap- 
turing the pilot boat under Domingo, who was 


i| prescribe. 
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at that time regarded as the principal pirate on | gestion of the Senator from lowa reéstablishing 


the coast of Cuba. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, if these 
explanations have been caused in any degree by 
any imputation that my language, on a former 
day, was supposed to cast on the character of 


| Captain Stribling in relation to these facts, I beg 


leave to assure the gentleman and the Senate that 


I intended no imputation on Captain Stribling. 


I had heard such a character of him as dispelled 
every suspicion on that subject; and I intended 
none; I think [ made none. I said before, as I 
say now, that | have no doubt it was an innocent 
mistake, arising altogether from the confusion of 
the names of Domingo and Diaboleto. Captain 
Stribling has only shown a just and honorable 
sensibility in having this matter perfectly under- 
stood, as I think it now is. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. President, I have no dispo- 
sition to trespass on the Senate. I think, from 
the indications around me, that there is not so 


| much interest felt in this subject as | liad reason 
to suppose. 


I do not wish to postpone its con- 
sideration a single moment longer than is neces- 
sary for the purpose of having the matter fairly 
discussed; and I will now proceed with my 
remarks, if such be the sense of the Senate. 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 understand that my friend 
from North Carolina desires to submit a full vin- 
dication of the board. That being the casc, I 
trust that he will consent to postpone his remarks 


| until to-morrow morning, When we shall have a 


full Senate. For that reason 1 move that the 
further consideration of the subject be postponed 
until to-morrow, and made the special order for 
one o’clock. 

Mr. [VERSON. I think the Senate is quite 
as full now as it will be to-morrow; I consider it 
important to dispose of the subject. 

Mr. BUTLER. It is not right to the Senator 
from North Carolina to ask him to go on at this 


| hour of the day. 


The motion to postpone was agreed to. 
CUSTOM-HOUSE AT CLEVELAND. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced the pas- 
sage of a joint resolution (J. R. No. 12) for en- 
larging the custom-house, court-house, and post 
office at Cleveland, Ohio; which, on motion of 
Mr. Wane, was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 
VINCENNES AND DUBUQUE LAND OFFICES. 

Mr. BRIGHT, (Mr. Wetter in the chair.) 
I appeal to the Senate to do me the favor now to 
take up and consider a bill which I introduced 
some time ago, and which has been reported 
from the Committee on Public Lands, (S. No. 
217,) to continue the land office at Vincennes, 
Indiana, and to ascertain and adjust titles to cer- 
tain lands in the States of Indiana and Illinois, 
formerly included within the Vincennes land dis- 
trict. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to consider the bill. 

Mr. ADAMS. If there is any report in this 
case | should like to hear it, or to have some ex- 
planation as to the necessity for passing this bill. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The bill as originally intro- 
duced was intended to reéstablish the land office 
at Vincennes, Indiana. Under a general law of 
Congress, whenever the quantity of land in any 


| district falls below one hundred thousand acres, 


the land office must be discontinued. Under this 

provision the Vincennes office has been discon- 
| tinued, and the books and papers belonging to 

that district have been transferred to Indianapolis, 

the capital of the State, that being the only land 
| office now within its limits. There are many 
| questions of title connected with the lands in the 
| Vincennes district, which make it proper and even 
necessary to have the records within that district. 
There is now a commission sitting there trying 
the validity of titles between claimants and the 
Government; and it is important that they should 
have access to the papers. 

The whole subject was laid before the Commis- 
| sioner of the General Land Office, and submitted 
| by him to the Committee on Public Lands, and 

aher full investigation the committee determined 
| to reportin favor of reéstablishing the office under 
| such regulations as the commissioner here may 
A section has been added at the sug- 


a land office in his State. I know but little about 
the merits of that case; but I suppose that either 
he or the chairman of the Committee on Public 
Lands can explain it to the Senate. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I will only say, in 
response to the suggestion of my friend from In- 
diana, that the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office has approved the continuance of the 
land office at Dubuqu »lowa. At Dubuque is 
the sub-treasurer’s office for the northwestern 
portion of this country. At that point all the 
moneys received from sales of public lands in 
western Wisconsin, and in the whole of Minne- 
sota and Iowa, are deposited. It is a matter of 
importance to the Treasary Department that the 
land office should be continue d there for that pur- 
pose, if for no other. The fact that Dubuque is 
located in the center of the lead region, and that 
there are many difficulties in relation to the titles 
of lead lands, is also a consideration requiring 
the continuation of the office. The proposition 
is strongly recommended by the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, and also | y the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, though in a verbal ree- 
ommendation. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passe d; and, on 
the motion of Mr. Srvarrt, its title was amended 
so as to read: 

A bill to continue the land office at Vincennes, 
Indiana, and also at Dubuque, lowa,; and to ascer- 
tain and adjust the titles to certain lands in the 
States of Indiana and Illinois, formerly included 
within the Vincennes land district. 

CITY OF VINCENNES. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I ask the Senate to favor me 
further by taking up Senate bill No. 263, to 
transfer certain rights and duties conferred upon 
the trustees of the town of Vincennes, Indiana, 
to the common council of the city of Vincennes. 

The bill was read the second time, and consid- 


| ered as in Committee of the Whole. 


It proposes to transfer to the city council all 
the rights and duties conferred upon the trustees 
of the town of Vincennes, under the act entitled 
** An act to adjust the claims to lots in the town 
of Vincennes, and for the sale of the land appro- 
priated as a common for the use of the inhabit- 
ants of the said town,’’ approved April 20, 1818. 

Mr. STUART. I have before me the act of 
1818, to which this bill refers, and which can be 

| read if any Senator desires it; but I can explain 

its effect in a word or two. Certain rights in 

| respect to lots and a public common were con- 

| ferred on the town of Vincennes by the act of 1818. 
That government has been changed to a city gov- 

| ernment, and doubts have arisen whether the city 
authorities, which are the successors of the town 
organization, can exercise those powers. This 
bill simply declares that the same powers which 
were conferred on the town authorities shall be 
exercised by the city authorities. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time and passed 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the Lill to alter 
and amend an act entitled ** An act to establish 
the circuit court of the United States in and 
for the State of California,’’ approved March 3, 
1855; which was thereupon signed by the Presi- 


dent pro tempore. 
| 


RINALDO AND ANN E. JOHNSON. 


On motion of Mr. WADE, the bill (S. No, 
| 255) for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Rinaldo Johnson and Ann E. Johnson, deceased, 
and read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 
Its purpose is to direct the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury to audit the claims ot 
the legal representatives of Rinaldo and Ann E. 


|, Johnson, for tobacco destroyed by the British in 


1814, at the warehouse at Magruder’s ferry, in 
Prince George’s county, Maryland; and, from 
such competent proof as may be exhibited to 
them within six months after the passage of the 
act, to ascertain the quantity and value of their 
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ascertained. , 

Mr. WADE. This bill has been twice passed 
by the Senate; but it has never been passed by | 
the House in consequence, I suppose, of the fact 
that they had no time to consider it. Lhe cir- 
cumstances can all be explained by the reading 
of the report, if any Senator desires that it shall 
be read. 

Mr. HUNTER. I ask if this is not a bill of 
that character which should go to the Court of | 
Claims? It hasalways been a much controverted | 
case, and it seems to me to be one of that class 
which is proper for judicial investigation. I sug- 
gest, therefore, to the Senator from Ohio, that it | 
would be better that it should undergo the exam- 
ination of the Court of Claims. 

Mr. WADE. If the claim should be referred | 
to the court, I imagine that they would say it 
was not within the legal intendment of the law 
of 1818, though it was the unanimous opinion of | 
the Committee of Claims that it came within the 
spirit of that enactment. I think that the Court | 
of Claims would probably dismiss it for want of 
jurisdiction, because it does not come strictly | 
within the letter of the law. This was the opin- 
ion of the committee, and for this reason we re- | 
ported the bill. There is a class of cases similar 
to this; and on a thorough investigation by the | 
committee, we have this session, for the third | 
time I think, unanimously reported in their favor. 
I asked for the consideration of the bill now, be- 
cause a young gentleman from Maryland, a 
stranger to me, desired me to call it up whenever 
I saw a chance to do so. i 
ought to be passed; and I suppose the Senate are | 
pretty well agreed on that po. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 think the Court of Claims | 
has taken jurisdiction of cases of this character. 
I believe it has taken jurisdiction of the Florida | 
claims, somewhat of be same nature with this. 
At any rate it would be better to try the court, 
and ascertain whether it has jurisdiction or not. 
It seems to me that itis a proper case for judicial 
investigation. | 

Mr. STUART. What is the amount of the | 
claim ? 

Mr. WADE. I donot know. That is a ques- 
tion to be ascertained by the Department. The | 
bill directs the parties to go there for the ascer- | 
tainment of the amount on such evidence as will 
be produced. 

Mr. CLAY. I desire to suggest that it would 
perhaps be an act of discourtesy to the Senator 
from Detawies (Mr. Bavarp] to act on this bill 
in his absence. According to my recollection, 
whenever the bill has been brought before the 
Senate hitherto, he has made a speech against it, | 
and I think he ought to have a hearing on this 
occasion, as I think he is, perhaps, the only gen- 
tleman in the Senate who ts oe woe to oppose 
the bill by an argument on the facts and law of 
the case. I know that he has investigated the | 
question thoroughly; and I think he will afford 
the Senate some entertainment, perhaps instruc- 
tion, if he be allowed to speak onit. I think it 
ought to be deferred entil he is present, With 
that view, I suggest that it be postponed. I shall 
not object to its being called up when he is pres- | 
ent; but | think he ought to be heard. He has 
been uniformly combating all bills of this class, 

and, for one, | desire to hear him on the subject. 

Mr. WADE. I have no particular objection 
to the postponement, though, at the same time, | 
desire, if that course be agreeable to the Senate, | 
to have the bill passed now. I believe that simi- 
lar bills have passed Congress heretofore, and 
been finally adjusted at the Department, and this 
is one of a class some of which have been allowed. 
I think that equal justice to all requires that the 
Senate should pass this bill. I know that the 
Senator from Delaware has combated this class | 
of cases as often as they have been under con- 
sideration, but Iam not aware that he has any 
special intention to speak on this bill. If I had 
supposed so I should not have called it up in his | 
absence, 
_ Mr. CLAY. I do not say that he has; I only | 
infer that he has from his uniform hostility to | 
these bills. | 

Mr. WADE. I suppose that if he were here | 
he would probably oppose it; but I submit the | 


question to the Senate; I think the bill ought to 
be passed. 





ee 


tobacco so destroyed; and to pay the amount so || 


Mr. ADAMS. I have an indistinct recollec- 
tion of this bill having been before the Commit- 
tee on Claims when I had the honor of being a 
member of that committee; and, if 1 am right in 
my understanding, it does not come within that 
class of cases properly subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Court of Claims. According to my impres- 
sion of the facts of this case, it is a claim which 
depends on the equity of the Government, which 
can only be exercised by Congress. It is such 


| an equitable claim on the Government for indem- 


nity as committees and this body have repeat- 
edly sanctioned heretofore. 
lam in favor of submitting everything to the 


GLOBE. 


| 


| main question was ordered to be put. 


Court of Claims which properly belongs to it; but || 
I do not think it is proper for the Senate to refer | 


cases to that tribunal. I believe that we are falling 
into an improper habit in that respect. 1 think 


that, whenever a case comes before the Senate | 


where that court has jurisdiction, we should refuse 
to act on it, and then we should permit the party 
to withdraw his claim and carry it there himself, 


in place of referring it to a committee, and letting || 


them report a resolution to commit the subject to 
the Court of Claims. This case, according to my 


| recollection of it, is of sucha nature that the court 


could not take jurisdiction of it. 


| been passed time and again in this body; and I 


believe it ought to be passed. 1 am not in the 
habit of supporting claims, but I think this is a 
just claim, and that it ought to be passed at once, 
so as to have a chance of being acted on by the 


| House of Representatives. 


My opinion is that it || 








Mr. WADE. 


This bill failed last year, un- 


doubtedly because there was another bill of a | 


somewhat similar character attached to it. That 
was done in opposition to the wishes of those 
who are interested in this bill. 

Mr. BIGGS. 
any discussion on the principle involved in this 


bill, and as I understand that it has been discussed 


As I have not had the benefit of | 


considerably, and would probably be debated | 


again if the Senator from Delaware were in his 
seat, I should like very much indeed to under- 
stand more about it. Therefore,and for the fur- 


| ther reason that it is not usual to take up private 
| claims except on particular days, and we gener- 
| ally assign Friday for that purpose, I move that 


the further consideration of this bill be postponed | 


until Friday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, April 29, 1856. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 


| by Rev. Henry C. Dean, Chaplain of the Senate. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 


from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, | 


in compliance with a resolution of the House, 


copies of advertisements for proposals for material | 


for the Treasury extension, and the contracts for | 


the same, with other information called for; which 


was referred to the Committee on Public Build- | 


ings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


CLEVELAND CUSTOM-HOUSE. 
The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the consideration of the following resolution, 
introduced yesterday under a suspension of the 


rules, by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Wape:] | 
Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state | 


of the Union be discharged from the further consideration 
of the joint resolution of the House, No. 12, and that the 
House do now proceed to consider the same. 

The joint resolution is for enlarging the custom- 
house, and post office, and court-house at Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does not the res- 
olution of the gentleman from Ohio, having come 


in under a suspension of the rules, go over until | 


the next day, when motions to suspend the rules 
are in order? 


The SPEAKER. If a motion to suspend the 


rules had been pending at the adjournment yes- | 


terday, then the resolution would have gone over 
until next Monday; but the rules have been sus- 


pended by the order of the House for the pur- | 


ose of considering the resolution. In the opin- 
10n of the Chair, the resolution is now the imme- 
diate subject for the action of the House. 





| sideration in the Committee of the Whole on the 


| merely to enable the gentleman from Ohio to offe; 
The bill has || 


| and,as I construe the rule, it will require a sus. 








| ered in Committee of the Whole. 


| consideration of the bill at this time. 





. 
April 29, 
Mr. WADE. [insist on the regular order of 
business. 

Mr. BROOM. I ask the unanimous consep; 
of the House for leave to make a report from the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. BROOM. I only want the committee tp 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
some papers, and that they be referred to an ap. 
propriate committee. 

Mr. WADE. I insist on the regular order of 
business, and demand the previous question, 

The previous question was seconded; and the 


The question was then taken on the adoption 
of the resolution, and it was decided in the affirm. 
ative. 

The SPEAKER then stated the question to be 
upon ordering the joint resolution to be engrogseq 
and read a third time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submitthis ques- 
tion of order. The rules require that every jl 
making an appropriation shall have its first cop. 
state of the Union. The rules were suspended 
the resolution to discharge the committee from 
the further consideration of this joint resolution, 
You have now the resolution before the House: 


pension of the rules to get clear of the rule which 
requires all appropriation bills to be first consid- 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will see, by 
referring to the resolution itself, that it orders the 


Mr. JONES. The suspension of the rules was 
merely to enable the gentleman from Ohio to sub- 
mit the resolution. It was not a suspension of 
the rules to enable the House to consider the joint 
resolution now. 

The SPEAKER. The rules were suspended 
in order to give the gentleman from Ohio an op- 

ortunity to introduce the resolution. The reso- 
latin has been adopted at the session this morn- 
ing, by almost a unanimous vote. 

Mr. JONES. There was no division on the 
motion called, and it requires two thirds to sus- 
pend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 


the order of the House being taken by almost 





| unanimous consent this morning, that the resolu- 


tion be now considered, it is the proper subject of 


| consideration by the House at this time. 


Mr. WADE. I demand the previous question 
upon ordering the joint resolution to be engrossed, 
and read a third time. 

Mr. WALKER. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, if there is a recommendation 
for it from the proper Department? 

Mr. WADE. ‘There is; and I ask that it may 
be read. 

The letter of the Secretary of the Treasury 
was read, as follows: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, April 7, 1856. 

Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives, passed April 4, 1856, ‘* that the Secretary 
of the Treasury report to this House whether, in his opin- 
ion, the building to be erected at Cleveland, in the State of 
Ohio, as provided by law at the second session of the 
Thirty-Third Congress, for the purposes of a custom-house, 
post office, and court-house, will be sufficient for the pur- 
poses aforesaid ; and if not, what additions to the same will 
be required by the public convenience, and what will be the 
increased expense of such additions.”’ I have the honor to 
state that this Department is of the opinion that the Cleve- 
land custom-house is scarcely large enough to meet the re- 
quirements of the business to be provided for, especially 
that of the post office ; and that an enlargement of the build- 
ing will be necessary. This Department believes that an 
addition of twelve and a half feet to each end of the build- 
ing authorized, making the same one hundred and ten feet 
long by sixty feet wide, would be adequate to the public 
wants. To build such an addition to the building, would 
require an additional appropriation of $30,000, with ten per 
cent. thereon for contingencies. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treasury- 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was subsequently read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the joint resolution 
was passed, and to Sey the motion to reconsider 








1856. 
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order ar upon the table; which latter motion was agreed || Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Before the motion be || on his mind was that my colleague did not ex- 
| . , ; ae ‘ . 
oF . made that this contested-election case of Nebraska pee this matter to be acted upon until his return. 
. | : ° . e . 
conse SECURI ry OF LIVES ON STEAM-VESSELS. be postponed till to-morrow, it is due to the ren- le, the sitting Delegate, is fully impressed with 
: . . tlen Dhio, who has very ilyconsented the idea th: y colleague agrees wit i 
rom the Mr. COX, by unanimous consent, introduced |, 1an from Ohio, who has very kindly consented | the idea that my colleague agrees with him im 


ittee to 
Allon of 
» an ap- 


rder of 
on. 


And the 


to a postponement heretofore, and who now pro- 
| poses to have it further postponed till to-morrow, 
| to state to him, and to the House, frankly, that 
the reasons which induced the sitting Delegate to 
ask for a postponement will operate as strongly 
to-morrow as they do to-day. It was desirable 
that my colleague, [Mr. Srepnens,} who is now 
absent, but who will return during the present 
week, should be here, in order that he might have 
an opportunity of presenting a minority report 


the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so amending the law pro 
viding for the better security ot the lives of passengers on 
board of vessels propelled in whole or in part by steain, as 
to exempt from the provisions thereof all vessels of one 
hundred and fifty tons or less burden, employed in the nav- 
jgation of sinall streams, and in seasons of low water ; and 
that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 


MILWAUKIE CUSTOM-HOUSE. 


relation to the law controlling this matter. I un- 
derstand that it involves more of legal questions 
than mere matters of fact. I have not examined 
the case myself, and am not prepared to give any 
opinion in regard to it. I make this statementis 
justice to my colleague who is absent, and in jus- 
uuce to the sitting Delegate, from whom I derive 
my information, and at whose instance I made the 
motion to Pra 


Mr. COLFAX. 


I had a conversation with the 


: in this case. Asa matter of course,that minority gentleman from Georgia before he left this cit 
— Mr. W ELLS. I ask the ees ae ht report cannot be presented to-morrow, because || 1n relation to the business before the Committee 
of the House pares ore oo townhich, || he has not yet returned; and, while it would be | of Elections. He stated to me that he desired 
on l resume, there wil be NE ohjechon. very inconvenient to the gentleman from Ohio— | that the cases of Archer and Allen of Illinois, and 

to be The SPEAKER. 


crossed 


The gentleman will state | 
for what purpose he offers the resolution. Is it | 
for reference c 


and I regret it, after the courtesy which he has 
manifested in this matter—it is yet due to candor 


of Whitfield and Reeder of Kansas, would not be 
decided by the committee during his absence, 


. to say that justice to the claims of the sitting || which he su »posed would continue until the 15th 
is = rr my r ss <i a 5 ae : = . , } i ¥ . 
are ie Mr. WELLS. No, sir; I wish to have it put |) member will require that he should ask a post- | of this month; and in reference to these cases, if 

yi} re > - , . : . 
ot tent upon its passage now. ponement of this matter until next week. taken up, and acted on by the committee before 
St con- 


€0n the 
pended 
to offer 
e from 


The resolution was reported, as follows: 
Joint Resolution for enlarging the custom-house, post office, 

and court-house, at Milwaukie, Wisconsin. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 


I make this statement now, because otherwise 
it might be supposed that we were committed to 
the consideration of this case to-morrow,if we 
remained silent while the gentleman from Ohio 


the 15th of April, or before his return, I was to 
pair off with him during his absence. He said 
nothing whatever in regard to the Nebraska con- 
test. He did not intimate any request that this 


lution Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized || made the suggestion to postpone it. Or I would | case should be postponed. He merely desired 
Bone. to extend the building now in process of construction at || make a further suggestion that, in order to meet || that the Kansas contested election and the Ilhi- 
a ri P Milwaukie, for : neat aieeae Rent eo ee the difficulty presented by the anticipated absence | nois case should be postponed until his return. 
Sus- &e., not exceeding twenty-five feet in length, and erec ee . os at Re . CHAPMAN se ~ . 
> which proper vaults therein, if, in his discretion, the public interest of the gentle man from Ohio, this matter may b Mr. CHAPMAN. I was not personally ac- 
consid- requires the same: Provided, That such extension can be || postponed until his return. It can then be con- | quainted with the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
: completed at an expense not exceeding $33,000, including sidered, and justice can bedone. At the expira- STEPHENS | until a dav or two before he left the 
ten per cent. for contingencies; which sum, or so much |) tion of four or five months, | apprehend that a || city. I then called upon him at his room, for the 
see, by thereof as shall be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of further delay of two weeks ie & atter of very enene of having : tl ith | 
lers the any money remaining in the Treasury not otherwise appro- || [Ur'ner Gelay O weeks Is & matter ¢ ery || purpose of having some conversation with Aum 
priated: .And provided further, That no money shall be little importance. Itis far more important that ‘As a member of the Committee of Elections. He 
les was paid under this joint resojution unlil the Secretary of the justice be done between these contestants and the || asked several questions, the answers to which, 
S was Tre » sh: . an ~ > > nT : : ; . 2 
Treasury shall contract for the completion of said building people of Nebraska in having this matter settled || he said, left the impression fully upon his mind 
to sub- so extended at a cost within the sum heretofore and hereby . : . . ow ; : 
eet op appropriated correctly, than the mere consideration of who || that the law of the case was upon my side. 
. i 0 ? " : s* . ™ 
ee oer ‘ shall occupy the seat during the next two weeks. || ‘* And,’’ said he, ** no report will be made against 
he joint Mr. WHITNEY. 1 object. . . — od 9 Oe he 
: TES . sai If the gentleman from Ohio expects to be absent | you in my absence. I was not aware of his 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Hasthe morning || : ao , ee dlicee = " 
pended hour yet commenced ? © || for that length of time, 1 move to postpone the || being about to leave the city until then. He told 
an The SPEAKER. The morning hour has not further consideration of this matter until thisday | me that he should leave the next day, or the day 
1€ Teso commenstd t el : a ; | two weeks. after. I have been informed that he did leave the 
C reso- B Fett. rama r ‘fo: - . 
ae Mi TONES ee ee ee ee Mr. WATSON. I would suggest, if it be post- || city the morning after. I have not heard from 
} morn- Mr. JONES. ‘g e . : 

. i Vaated 5 | poned at all, that it be postponed until my return. || him since. I will state to the House that there 
os ee I would dislike to have it fixed for this day two | are important facts in the case upon which it is 
i a NEBRASKA CONTESTED-ELECTION. weeks, for I will not be back at that time. very desirable that I should be heard through a 

Ssus- ts 


on that 


Mr. PHELPS. I believe the regular order of 


L Mr. COBB. Name the day. Let the gentle- 
business is the reportof the Committee of Elec- 


man designate any day he wishes. This day 


minority report. I trust that the postponement 
which has been asked for will take place. 


almost ' tions on the Nebraska contested election. three weeks? nee , _ Mr. CADWALADER. We are informed that 
veiahe. rhe SI EAKER. Pnat is the first question. Mr. WATSON. This day three weeks would || in this case a grave question will arise, on which 
ject of Mr. PHELPS. I was about to suggest to the || suit me better, o . we will be required to act judicially. I desire 
gentleman who made the report in this case, [Mr. Mr. PHELPS. Then I modify my motion so | time to investigate this question. I have relied 
seintlon Warson,] that the same reason exists for the || as to have it postponed till this day three weeks. || upon the member of the committee from Georgia, 
ennul postponement of the further consideration of this Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. It seems to | [Mr. Steruens,] who is abs nt, for information 
’ case as existed the other day, when the gentle- || be understood by the House, or by some gentle- | upon the subject; and, therefore, have omitted to 
iy ina man moved to postpone it. I understood at that || men, that the gentleman from Georgia, whoisa investigate it. lI understand that the question to 
dalie time that it was postponed for the purpose of member of the ( ommittee of Elections, has made | arise will be, whether persons within the Indian 
allowing the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Sre- || up his mind in relation to this question, and is territory, in fraud and in violation of the laws of 
it may PHENS | to submit a minority report. opposed to the report made by the committee. the United States, were within the legal definition 
d Mr. WATSON. I desire to say a word on! Now, 1 do not understand it so. 1 do not under- | of ‘‘inhabitants,’’ and entitled, as such, to vote at 
: this subject. So far asI am concerned I amcon- || stand that he has ever expressed any opinion in || the election in controversy? I learn that this is 
para) tent to postpone this case till to-morrow. I cannot, || relation to this question, orthat he has ever desired || not the only question of doubt or difficulty which 
for my part, consent to have it go over till a later || to be heard upon it; but he did say, before he || will be presented. I therefore unite in the ap- 
1856. day, for the reason that I have made my arrange- || went away, that there were two cases which he || peal which has been made to the courtesy and 
louse of ments to go home, and desire to leave here on || hoped might not be taken up during his absence. || justice of the majority of the committee, and 
y ae lhursday if I can. I have paired off with a gen- || This was not one of them. In relation to this he || hope that they will not oppose the application for 
State of tleman from South Carolina; and I wish to have | made no request. But since he has been gone, |; a postponement until the return of the gentleman 
of the this case disposed of while [ am hcre. I want || and since the report has been made in this case, || from Georgia. It is always convenient that the 
eee, toextend every courtesy to gentlemen, but still | it has been suggested to the committee that pos- || views of opposite sides of such questions should 
me wil | I want to have the case disposed of before I leave. || sibly, if he were here, he might disagree with || be presented, in the first instance, by members 
iI be the Mr. PHELPS. I will state to the House why || the majority of the committee, and might like to of the standing committees; and I wish to defer 
onor to | Inmake this suggestion, and what I desire to do || make a minority report; and the question now || the examination of the subject until it shail have 
} Clave ) this morning, if I have the consent of the House. || before the House is, whether it will postpone this || been thus presented from the comraittee. As yet, 
socially The Senate returned the deficiency bill yesterday, || question for two or three weeks, in order that the || views on one side only have been presented; 
eboild- and I desire to have it taken up, but cannot do || gentleman from Georgia may look into a case and, as I understand that the committee were 
that an * so until this matter is disposed of. I therefore || which he has not yet examined, and on which || not unanimous, | particularly wish to hear both 
hag wf ' move that the further consideration of the report || he has not formed an opinion. If in this case || sides. A 
public of the Committee of Elections be postponed till | the House choose to postpone it for two or three || Mr. WATSON. Ihave avery greataversion 
, would — o-morrow. | weeks, I make no objection; but I do think that || to pressing a matter of this kind upon the 
ten per . Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the matter be || it is not the proper way to do the business of this || House. 1 do not think, however, that the ques- 
P passed over informally, can it not be called up at || House. | tion spoken of by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
IE, 5 any time? a . || Mr. COBB. It is due to myself, as well as to || vania can arise in this case. 1 would ask bim 
SUTY: © . The SPEAKER. If passed over informally || my absent colleague, to state that 1 have had no || simply to look for himself—which he can do in 
a ie = ‘tcan be called up at any time. It is a question || conversation with him on this subject; I know || twenty minutes—to the report and to the Indian 
of privilege. _ || nothing personally of his views in regard to it. || treaties, so far as they affect the case; I will give 
if le ans JONES. Itis a question of privilege of || The information that I have I derived from the || him the volume, page, and section. I think that 
aa e highest order, and can be called up at any || sitting Delegate, who informs me that, from a con- | itisa matter upon whicn he will be able to inform 
‘time time if passed over informally, versation which he had with my colleague in || himself in thirty minutes. He will find the law 
. Mr. WATSON. I desire that it may not be || reference to the legal questions involved in this || to which [ refer in the seventh volume of the 
bites passed over informally. I would rather have it | case, he understood from my colleague, that he || Statutes at Large, page 330, section 10. [tis in 
inion powtponed to a day certain, and then have it called ] considered the law to be with him, the sitting |! relation to certain half-breed Indians. Admitting, 
sdidet P in regular order. | Delegate in this matter; and the impression made '! for the sake of argument, that trespasses have 
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been conimitted upon the lands of these half- 
breeds, tle question would then arise, whether 
the trespassers would in consequence be divested 
of their right to vote? If, however, there is any- 
thine like a unity of sentiment upon the other 
vide of the House in favor of the postponement 
now asked for, I shall not resist it. 

Mr. CADWALADER. [think that the propo- 
sition might be stated in another form of words, 
in such a manner as to present the question in 
avery different form—in a form, I may say, in 
which the views of the gentleman might not be 
so readily sustainable as he supposes; but as I 
need more time for its investigation than the 
twenty minutes, which he thinks would suffice, 
I repeat, on behalf of myself and others, the 
appeal to his courtesy, to which he does not 
appear to be unwilling to yield; and I am disposed 
to take advantage of the favorable disposition 
towards us in this respect which he manifests. 

Mr.SAVAGE. Inaddition to what my friend 
from Pennsylvania{Mr.Capwaraver] has stated, 
I will say, that I think it is due to this House 
that this question should be postponed. ‘The 
House will recollect that I was put upon the 
Committee of Elections at a late period—only a 
few days since—and I have had but little oppor- 
tunity to make myself acquainted with the case 
under consideration, from the fact that the report 
of the committee had been made up, as I under- 
stand it, before I was appointed on the commit- 
tee. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Ste- 
ruens] has been absent during this whole time. 
This case has been postponed for him; and I had 
expected that, when he returned, there would be 
a thorough investigation of the facts upon the 
part of those members of the Committee of Elee- 
tions who disagreed to the report of the majority, 
and thata minority report would be made out. 
Thad confidently expected that the gentleman 
from Georgia would have been here before this 
time, and I had expected, in connection with him, 
to have made an examination of the case, and 
joined with him in presenting a minority report 
to the House. 

I do not concur with the majority of the com- 
mittee in their report; but, under the circumstances 
which I have stated, Iam not prepared to make 
that showing which I think the case demands. 
I am of the opinion, therefore, thatthe kindness 
and courtesy which the other side of the House 
have once shown to the sitting Delegate, in post- 
poning this question, should be still further ex- 
tended to him. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. If, as my col- 
league onthe Committee of Elections [Mr. War- 
= has remarked, there seems to be a general 
wish on the other side of the House, or upon this 
side, that this case should be still further contin- 
ued, I am not disposed to press its consideration 
at this time. But it is quite evident to me, that 
the gentlemen who now ask for the postponement 
have not read the report, and therefore are not 
woes to enter upon the discussion now. I 
1ope they will read it, and, if they do, I am con- 
fident the discussion will be short. Gentlemen 


will find that the case does not rest in any respect | 


upon the testimony in relation to the votes of per- 
sous living upon the lands of the half-breeds. 
The testimony shows that these votes were not 
counted at all, and that the majority of the con- 
testant, instead of being simply thirteen, probably 
reached thirty or forty. Gentlemen will see, by 
looking at the report, which they evidently have 


not yet done, that the question of law which has | 


been referred to does not arise in the case at 
all. 

Mr.CHAPMAN. I merely wish to make one 
correction. I do not want it to go out to the 
country that the merits of this case are confined 
to oneissue. There are otherimportant questions 
upon which this House will exercise its jurisdic- 
tion which do not appear in the report of the 
majority. The testimony was not presented be- 
fore the Committee of Elections, because [ sup- 
posed, under the rule adopted by the committee, 


ex parte testimony would be excluded. But, sir, |, 


I submit that the majority report does not present 
the true facts of the ease. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Do I understand the 
Delegate from Nebraska to say that the Commit- 
tee ot Elections excluded a portion of his testi- 
mony? 


Mr. CHAPMAN. No, sir, 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Mr. WASHBURN. All the testimony pre- || 


j 


sented has been published by the committee. 

Mr. CHAPMAN. I said I had testimony 
which I declined to present, in consequence of 
a rule adopted by the committee. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, I | 
should like to have a distinct statement from the | 
Committee of Elections whether they desire that | 


this case shal! be postponed for two weeks, or 
that it shall be now acted on. For myself, | am 
| in favor of having the matter decided at present, 
unless there is some good reason for postponing 
it; and I would be glad if the committee would 


indicate what they desire on the subject. They | 
have made several suggestions, but have not | 


yet intimated whether they oppose the motion to 
postpone or consent to it, 

Mr. WATSON. So far as I am individually 
concerned—I have not consulted with other mem- 
bers of the committee—I will not oppose the post- 

onement. Gentlemen assure me that they have 
con waiting fora minority report; others say 
that they have not examined the case—that 
they anticipated a minority report, and waited to 
examine both reports at once. Under the pecu- 
liar circumstances of the case I will not resist the 
application to postpone. 

‘he motion to postpone was agreed to. 
DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
deficiency bill be taken up in order that it ma 
be disposed of. The Senate insist on deareeaall 
ments disagreed to by the House, and ask for a 
committee of conference. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, the Senate in- || 


sists on its amendments to which the House have 
disagreed; and a question is presented which I 
desire may be in part solved by the House, in- 
stead of its entire reference to a committee of 
conference. I therefore submit that the House 
recede from its disagreement to the amendments 
of the Senate numbered 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34. 
I will state the character and provision of the 
amendments specified. They make appropria- 
tions to supply deficiencies in the appropriations 
for the service of the Army for the present fiscal 
year. The thirtieth amendment provides for the 
incidental expenses of the Quartermaster Gene- 


ral’s department, and appropriates $180,000 for | 


that purpose. The thirty-first amendment pro- 
vides for constructing barracks and defraying the 
expenses incurred for buildings occupied by the 
Army, and appropriates $100,000. The thirty- 
second siaemalaneae proposes that there be appro- 
priated, for the transportation of officers and their 
baggage, the sum of $60,000. The thirty-third 
amendment proposes to appropriate, for Army 
transportation, the sum of $1,000,000. The thirty- 
fourth amendment, to supply a deficiency in the 
fund for defraying the expenses of the judiciary 


of the United States, proposes to appropriate | 


$200,000. 

Mr. Speaker, when this question was con- 
| sidered in the committee the other day, some 
gentlemen objected to these deficiencies without 


well considering the fact, that estimates are sub- || 
| mitted a long time in advance of the year for the | 


service of which the appropriations are made. 
Take the appropriations for the service of the 
Army for this fiscal year which expires on the 
30th of June next. Estimates were made by the 
| Officers at the various posts, and submitted to the 
Quartermaster General, by whom they are sub- 
mitted, through the Secretary of War, to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. They were submitted 
eight months in advance of the fiscal year. The 
very fact of the estimates being presented so long 
| in advance will at once suggest to gentlemen that 
unforeseen expenses may occur—expenses which 
nobody at the time could anticipate—expenses 
| which would add greatly to the expenditures for 
the Army; and so with any other bivetiadh of the 
| public service. We have had Indian wars brought 
| upon us in the Territories of Nebraska and Kan- 
sas, in Washington and Oregon—wars not anti- 
cipated by the officers who made the estimates, 
and which at the time could not be anticipated by 
| anybody. The Quartermaster General tells us in 
| his report that that is the cause of the increased 
expenditures for this year. He says: 
j 


| _ “ When the estimates for the year were presented, the 
' Indian difficulties, especially those with the numerous and 


April 
pril 29, 
warlike Sioux, were not contemplated nor apprehended. 
and, as stated in my last annual report, the S€veral iten. 

had been reduced under every head to the lowest — 
|| which a proper regard for the efficiency of the dann 

would warrant. <A large appropriation for deficiencis, 
| ‘will, therefore, be required for these two items, and 

haps others ; and, as soon as the amounts probably wane 
ean be ascertained, an estimate will be presented fn 
them.” 


r 
t 


Again, Mr. Speaker, some gentleman the Other 
day objected that these estimates were not sub. 
mitted with the annual estimates to Congress. 
merely wish to call the attention of the House t, 

_ the report of the Quartermaster General, whor 

| he gives the reasons why he could not make the 
estimates at that time. He advertised Congres, 

| at the commencement of this session, that thers 
are considerable deficiiencies in the appropria. 
tions, under the head of transportation for the 
Army, amounting to nearly a million of dollars 

| As soon as the reports come in from the officers 
at the distant posts of the Army, he tells us tha 
he will be prepared to submit estimates for them 
to Congress. He has submitted them. I heard 
|| in conversation another objection urged to these 
| items—that the appropriations for this fiscal yea; 
| had, to a certain extent, been absorbed to defray 
| the expenses of the last fiscal year. ; 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ulinois. I hope the 
gentleman will yield to me for a moment. Piet 
| to understand the position of the question. The 
| deficiency bill is now before us. ‘The Senate re. 
| turn it, insist on their amendments, and ask fo; 

/acommittee of conference. The gentleman pro. 

poses that the House shall recede from its dis. 

agreement to certain amendments which were met 
and fully discussed in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. I understand the ge». 
|, tleman to be now making an argument to show 
| the House why it should recede. It seems to me 
| that we are opening up a question which, if gone 
‘| on with, will consume a great deal of time, and] 
|| would suggestthat the ordinary course, in matters 
of this kind, had better be pursued—that the 
| House refuse to recede from its disagreement, 
| and agree to the committee of conference asked 

for by the Senate. That would, in my judgment, 
| be the best course for us to pursue. 

| Mr. PHELPS. I have already stated the rea- 

| sons why I prefer to pursue the course which | 


have suggested. Some gentlemen oppose the in- 
vestiture of six men with power to legislate on 
| matters in dispute between the two branches of 
| Congress. It is done at the close of the session 
|, because of the want of time. 
|| Mr. WASHBURNE. That argument wil 
not apply in this case. We have plenty of time; 
and if we do not see fit to adopt the report of the 
| committee of conference, we can reject it. We 
have plenty of time in which to pass another de- 
| ficiency bill. The reasons for a committee of 
'| conference at the last moments of the session do 
| not apply now. 
|| Mr. PHELPS. I will inform the gentleman 
that in this same deficiency bill there is an appro- 
| priation to meet a deficiency in the Post Office De- 
| partment; and, unless a deficiency bill shall soon 
| be passed, that gentlemen, as well as myself and 
| every member ot this House, will hear of the com- 
| plaints of the contractors for carrying the mails 
| on account of their not being paid. The amount 
| appropriated for this purpose is already nearly 
exhausted, leaving no means to pay them for 
| their services for the residue of the fiscal year. 
The postmasters will receive their pay, for they 
collect the money, and deduct the amount ow 
are entitled to receive from the money which 
comes into their hands. But the contractors who 
carry the mails, and who, perhaps, may be con- 
| sidered the most meritorious, cannot be provided 
for in that way. 


Again, I differ somewhat with the gentleman 
from Illinois in the opinion that we Save sufii- 
cient time to prepare another deficiency bill 1 
the event of the defeat of this one. In conse- 
quence of the absence of the chairman of the 
'Committee of Ways and Means, and at his re- 
| quest, I have assumed somewhat the manage- 
/ment of the amendments of the Senate to this 
deficiency bill. My opinions, given to this 
House in the remarks I submitted when the 
amendments were under consideration, and in 
the votes I gave upon those amendments, are 
evidence of my conviction that they were right. 
Refuse to agree to these amendments, and appoint a 











